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the Sun; being committed on that account, when Cain aſſaſſinated his righte- 
ous Brother bel, meerly becaufe he: morſtip'd 'd God better chan himſelf;. and 


ever fince the Enmit continued: And ww "1 Fi will pleaſe. Almighty Wiſdom to 
put a final Pirnde web Pradtices, througho if we are not able to determin. 
But fince \ han iProvidertce has es, bo 670 diſpofe the Royal Heart of our 


Gracious Sovereign, as t0 give a Stop , and we hope, total Abolition thereunto, in 
the Land of our Nativity; and to open a Door to the Oppreſled, that they may both 
peaceably worſhip their Creator, according to the beſt of their Light"; and freely re- 
monſtrate the Evilef thePerſceting Spirit, ts thoſe who lately were fo intirely 
poſſeſt therewithiz that even to complain of thoſe Severities we unjuſtly ſaffered, was 
maze a new-Crime. 7t muft certainly be 'our Duty to improve this Opportunity as 
far as we can, to the commoy Intereſt of Chriltzanity. 
Not in the leaſt to teileR upon, or upbraid any for paſt: Miſcarriages ; much leſs to 
ſtir ap any Heart-burnimgs, or motions towards Revenge or Animoſittes ; ut only. 
to convince ſueh as have had any hand in EI TenſcEUTiDOs og aganift their Neighbors, 
meerly on the Score of a Cvicienaioas Di Matters of Religion, of the Evil of 
ſuch Proceedings z and to caution all others for the future, ict the like Violences. 
To advance theſe good and wholſom Ends, is the defign wy purport of the follow- 
ing Treatiſe; which i plain wo Stile, endeavars tve the AF giroe 
beets roms Fil oy Writ) of the in Amis; "E: 
| rom ution Say mall Apes waveſe, and on prope 
mongſt Men. The Means, Makod, and Pretences, whereby the ſame has been carri= 
ed on and a As Likewiſe the ſad Conſequences thereof in the heavy Fudg- 
5 = by Almighty Goa, (eve in this Wwſh) ou thoſe that 
pf [ach Out-rages. 
be) natsral Man vhews his own Viſſige : of all the 5 FW JEbE. of his 
ARR] in # common Glaſs , ſo every Murthering Fain, or Oppreſſve Pharaoh, or 
Emnvious Haman, or Bloſpbemes Rabſlickah, or Raging Samballat, or Bloody Herod, 
5 Jychs, a» af lone © Very their Sac efron AY may. in this P ortraiture, 
to The Life by the Hoiy Ghoſt, in the Taſpired Writings,) Zeho/d repreſented 
her true Charatter of themſelves, their Motives, Deſigns, Words, 4flings, and ( with- 
out ſincere Repentance,) of their m_ Doom and DeſtruCtion 700. 
Blefling w% Ko ereck Mean, #ur well-intended Work, 
rumental, 'ro, pk that have been Concern'd in this Kind,to an 
of v beer rae /one And tomake Perſecution for C onſclence,' an 
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hearty Acknow 


pr eng to all that profeſs to call on the Name of the Bleſſed JESUS, who- 


#5 both the Prince of Peace, the Fountain of Love, the grand Examplar of Meekneſs *q 
and Author of al{ Conlolation, .. 
' Shall be the Prayer of the Publiſher, Zz. C. 
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: Ry _ eyery 0: (who F425 the things therein 
Frm to'be Trath and uk briw (74 Fn thetnſfves ig the Mitiers which" theſe divine 
Records do contain 3-to'the: Myon 5. 1and' bead ied Thereby, t6*follow the 
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@ his' Goverment; their Hearts 
_7 Blm? And as Chriſt i in a Pa- 
4 eſt Words, \'His Frere hated 
4 FT we dure any of bis Sub- 
es 'Enmity ef blot 
6? Yes faoreover, the very Cauſes 
io the oy Effet which" Was like ta fullow, or be 


ir ſelf, 2 
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*able, inrintares the Hed 
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©. Spirit,” chat "was nah) _ "both 
Fen whetich dl c ph did! & ; wy 
the reward of ſuch Spirits, and » 
The critical obſerva tori of all which, when welt leirched out, wight! be that no jo uſe in 
all {pes to (al Men þ rFthere 1s 10 "Wet i uniti"the Sun, (aith Solomaen, Eccleſ. 1. | 
$M camp intheir otJbr* Abd fieff' of the Evitences and Inſtances which the Scripture bak ive 
wer if Ofthe gs J"F'tiat th VERT ay ih the Hearts of the wicked; a 
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 bim, and hore bus image.; yea, urtber, faith 
; they "both ſeen, and bated both me and my Father :\ Again, Fo 
E- be world hath hated them, becauſe they are not of the world, &c., 


bh $7: faid, 'Thatth 
| Parkes, or Envy,and [53d their bands on the / Apoſtles. :The like 60pm he, Ws diſcovered, AF. 13: 


which Were ſpoken by Paul ; their Hearts here were 


(2) 

neſs it ſelf, and the Light thereof ; the Light which did ſhine in Chriſt himfelf, the Saints and 
followers of Chriſt ; which Eomity the Holy Gboſt did fore-tell, Gen.. 3. 15. ſhould ariſe between 
the Seed of the Serpent and the Seed of the Woman ; and accordingly it ſoon appeared, when Cain 
from tho Principkeyflew/his Brother bel, Gem, 4: 8; :Dhe:PropheaHabakat; inhis time, noted, 

Chap: 1. 1:3- That the wicked devoured the Man that was more'righteous thaw be/ 'Fhe A poſtle 
alſo afferts, that in thoſe days alſo, *rwas ſo in the general, Gal. 4. 29. As he'who was born after 
the Fleſh, -perſeented him avho wks born after#he ;+40 Cath: he chere,)):16 is now,: that» 1s; in 


thoſe days: " which they then did eyidence. the; ;gheſt Heart-Enmuty, imaginable... ... .- 
And thts Hort-E lhe Lol "Ghoſt hath irons out the Old and New Teftament frequent- 


hen epeial maporrpberye. Nodoonr bod hogs of he Jeu in Ne 1a che Well of 
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d_Intelligence,: thay; Ne bemjab. was come. Wit thority to. 
Feruſalem, v v. 8. 9.. oY ! laid, w. 10. Thar it af them ARSON that. there 4s comme a 
Man to. ch. : the welfare, of the. Chil barkg>: Ir Fes Fir Eovious Hearts here yogled within them 


of it; when e goodPropher in I/rae}, Micaiab by 1 PANGs, bar Abah ſaid of him, 
1. Kings, e bing... SUM Was. By oiry mi pit him there, that:he. gh 1 
that time .openly. to re 1t,upon the yery namun of him, ; The oak Nall mph 
erh, thi S2Ek time 4t. was {o.;. Z eicked in. ris '_ {ext gent. beth Jus un inteſt 
atre deb in bateth me, OL. $5. Ve3- 64. 4. He.compla ins 0 fs bub 
of theſe Net wards,.. be bane wha Ca arg more. than the Hairs, of . my 
ich! ior | Bock. Amas takes i vY nl inhis days;. They hate: 


ightly, Amos, 5.19. They 
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knew, that the Chief Prieſts | to be:Cru ich the Hearts 
of the unbelicving Fews were e full; bich alſo Cheiſt Fs Ferehand inform his. Diſciples % tha 
tf might be prepared to meer wich th the Effet there 15.18, 19.0. bs words, [f th; 


te you, ye know that it bated me firſt, Pane 
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and othergalſo, becauſe they fo 

PE a the. ne Pom gh pet al 

17> 14. oO j cipes, 

Thus did; Chrilt, a HDi agun, 

znaculcate Ne oper, they found-true, as.the., Scripture alſo hath noted v7 F- 17,18. 
h Prieſts, and thoſe *ho were with him, roſe ups; and were h ed with Jidig- 


when they there ſaw the multitude, v. 4.5. They were Ly ow qa; Trent wh againſt of bings 
of Enyy-an againſt the Apo- 


ſiſes 
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(3) 
Rles-and their Doftrin: Again, AFZ.. 17, *tis ſaid, Thet the Jews, 2ho beheved.not, being moved 
with Envy, took unto them certain kew'd Fellows of the baſer ſort , . and made an uprore, v. 5. And 
Paul doth acknowledge of himſelf, A&#s 2.6, That be, when he was yes an unbeliever, was. allo 
exceeding mad againſt-the followers of Chriſt, v. 9. 1erily thought with my ſelf, that I ought to 
many things contrary to the Name of eſis ; and in v.11. Being exceeding mad againſt them, 1 
perſecuted them to ſtrange Cities, "And herein was verified that which Chritt. had ſaid, John 16. 
I. 2, 3. That ſome ſhould think that they did God good ſervice, in killing bis. Followers. So far did 
Pauls blind Zeal then tranſport him, That it filled bas beart wchenadant againſt them. So far were 
ſome of the Fews carried in this. Enmity , That when F«4as repented, and told them that he had 
betrayed Innocent Blood, "they ſay, what is that tous? (tho they rejoyced, and had given him 
'Money to doit, Mark 14. 10,11.) andthey afterwards-put Chriſt todeath, Mat. 27. 34, 35, Oc. 
Yea, moſt deſperately did they ſay, (when Pilate acquitted himſelf of that Innocent _ His 
Blodd be upon Us and our Chilaren, v. 14. 25. ofthe ſame Chap. Thus hath\the Holy Ghoſt re- 
corded this Enmity, that was naturally ſeated and fixed inthe Hearts of the Sons of Men, and evi- 


. \-2dly. As.to the various Ways and Methods theſe invidious Ones walked in.and took, .towards 
and againſt the Saints; againſt Chriſt himſelf and his Followers; Or how. -theſe-wicked. Ones did 


Their Finger [rem 
071 


ſlandereſt thine own Mothers 


all. to prevent-others from. having any good Opinion of them or their. DoGtrins ;, ſo, when, they per-- 

ceived thatthe People began to be amazed at what Chriſt haddone, Mat. 32» 2.3. The, Pbariſ 

hearing thereof, v.24. faid of Chriſt, This Felow doth not caſt. out Devils, but Beelzebub. , 

Prince'of Devils ; this they did , that none ſhould value him upon the account of the Myracles 
A 3 tba 


Py 
(4) 
q antn 9t Phe Phariſees, Mat, 27, gavehim no better a Title than the:Deceiver ; Ferement 
ber (ſaid they there;)v. 62 &'64. That the Decerver ſaid, whilji te was. yet alive, 8c; Sb 7obn 
eu I when fornchad tard, Me, a good'Man,v. 1 2; others-ſaid, Nay, but be Aeceirverb the People; 
yea, |= ng eng ys Mat. 19..tho they: there were aftonitheld Ar Chrifts Wiſdom -and his 
gh Works 3 v. 54- yet;thefame Perſons, in the following verſes, endeavor to lefſen hind , 
he ſaid and Ad Is not this (ay they,) the” Carpenters. Son ? is 'not his Mother called 
Mary, &c. And they were offended in bim,v. 57. $0 did they uſually ſpeak contemptuonſly of 
him, as in Luke 2/3124. We formd this fellow perverting: the Nation, &c.. And fobn'\g.29.' As. for 
this Fellow, we know not from whence he is 4 yea, they endeavoredio infiauate this Perſuaſon into 
the People , in the'16th verſe of the'ſame Chap. that Chriſt was not of God, ſome of the Phart- 
wrt po ro ent Man $5 or" of C God, becauſe be keepeth not tht Sabbath: And further, he having 
= Men afterwards, in the ſame Chap. and they could-not deny'tt; they in wv. 2.4. 
f: rp rye 


bath « Devil, bes mad. 'by hear ye bim? In ke manner, 7oha-7, whetr they perceived-that the 
ficers had Chriſt in x Hang V. bak and had faid there, Never Man fpake hke this Man, the 

| Phe ov thefiext'verles;anfivered them; ſaying, Are ye 4l(-deceived; have any of rhe Rulers be- 
4 Bat"thisPeop v3 Know not - Law, are-accurſed : Andv%ig9. they ſaid: unto 

Nichodenrx, Art thou al allo yer ? In all thoſe Expreſſions of theirs, rhey did endeavor to inſfi- 
neate- -—rapateruinn les Minds, that Chriſt was ſo eonteryptible a Perſon, and all that he did 
ome " no Ruler or O—_ Men Soy any Note, did account him worthy 


| - ſobniet* audporncochers 6 Week 6x etherts hear eh Gaſl, ©. 4.4. 
filled +. Envy, and ſpake hep ing thing + which were ſpoken by Paul, dontraditing: ind blaſe 
| pheythap. Tithe Follo aſe vice again, AF, rg. *is ſaid, When te td: preagbed the Word for 
{8 Divers vere burned And believed not,biue: ſpake cvileſ'ehes Way  befare the atuinjs 
 whith'trleatis;dotbrlefs; they-did ſtir up'the Minds of Aden dpainſh; the Apoſtles 
5 for 1s ſ2id, AF. EE tbe EET did ſtrap rhe 9" pr 


is "+ oben 
to. 0 IVE il 
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IN. ip tees fy that wicked Men tid = their Heart-En- 


" And 


d the vlory, this Man i is @ ſinner; And again, -Fohn 10.20. Many of them ſaid, \he 


But they were 
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(5) a 
And 24ly, Theſe wicked Ones, Unbelievers, (that they might ſeem unto all Men th very 
juſt and righteous in all thaf which they did, and that they did require-nothing but the due execu- 
tion of the Law upon thoſe whom they perſecuted,) did not reft in a ſpeaking evil of the Saints in - 
the general, as before, but proceeded further (and that without any ſenſe of Honeſty or Reli ;on,) + 
ro render them highly Criminal, (tho moſt unjuſtly and falſly,) by accufing and charging of them 
as guilty of the moſt heinous Crimes ; as Enemies to Kings, Governors and Government, as Re 
© 4,5; lie Seditious, FaCtious, breakersof the Kings Laws, and the Lawof God too; breakers 
of the Peace, Deceivers, Ring: leaders of Herefies, and ſuch like, which they could never prove; 
and this they did uſually in thoſe days, before Magiſtrates and ameng the People; and not only fo, 
but they did uſe many Artifices to infinuate into the Peoples Minds, and alſo into the Rulers, ta 
perſuade them fully to believe, that thoſe Accufed Ones were really guilty of thoſe things their 
Perſecutors then charged them with, and thereby both Magiſtrates and People were the eafter 
drawa to afliſt the Perſecutors; all which,the ſame Scripture alſo hath fully noted : As in 7obn18. 
when Chriſt there had been brought by them before Plate, and he had azkedthem, What Accuſa- 
tion they had againſt him, v. 29. They faid unto him, v. 30. If be were not @ Mal:fator,we would 
not have delivered him np to thee ; No doubt, they would have been thought by Pilate and thoſe 
preſent, to.have been ſo juſt, (tho they could provenothingagainſt Chriſt,) that they muſt believe 
them barely upon their coahdent ſaying ſo, without more ado-; and that Pilate ought notro think 
otherwiſe, when they had brought Chrilt before him , bur that he.muſt be a MalefaQtor, and nor 
Innocent.. The Pſalmiſ# in bis days, complains, | 38:in general, They (ſaith he there;) who- 
ſeek my hurt, ſpeak miſchievom things, and imagin deceit all the day long, v. 12. And Pſal.31.13; 
I bave heard the Slauders of many, &c. Particular mſtances hereof are noted thraughout the E 
vine Records, as in Exod. 1. The King of Egypt there (having a mind to prevear. the If aclites 
rowtb, and toſuppreſs them,)-v. 9, he ſuggeſts this againſt them, as if they had Rebelliqus and 
rayterous Principles in them, v, 10. intheſe words, Come, let as deal wikh with them, leſt-r 
multiply, and'it come to paſs that when there fall out any War, they joyn alſo unto our Enemies, and 
fepht againſt us, &c. So did that wicked Ring Ahab, 1 Kings 18, (when his own great wicked- 
neſs, mentioned x Kings 16. 30, 31, &c. had procured the fore Famine, propheſied of by Elijeb, 
Chap. 17. 1.)be having ſought Elizab every where to kill him,v.x0.upon ſight of him;he FL yr 
charged him for being the Troubler of 1{-ach;n theſe words,v.17.Art thou be who troubleth Iſrael? 
this was a moſt unjuſt Charge, as E/ijab then and there told him, in the next verſe, in theſe word 
I have not troubled Iſrael; but thou and thy F athers. Hoaſe, in that. ye have forſakenthe Com 
ments of the Lord, 8c. The Enemies of the Fews, in Ezre's time, did ſo againſt them, in Ezra4., 
They there wrote Accuſations againſt them z. the Chancellor and ſome other Great Ones, wrote to 
the King in theſe words, v.. 12,.and ſo on, Be it knownunto the King, That if this City be builded, 
aud the Walls-ſet up again, then they will not pay Tole, Tribute and: Cuſtom ; and; ſo. thou 
It endamage the Revenues of the Kings,, know that thu City #.@ Rebelliow City, and burt- 
ul to Kings and Provinces , and that they have moved Seaitions within the ſame of old 
time: Here were theſe charged to be a Rebellious, Seditious, and difloyal People; 'by which 
ſuggeſtion, (tho never ſo falle,) they got Authority to ſtay the Work, wv. 2.1: In like mannex, did 
they in Nebemiahs time, Nehem. 2. when hecame with Authority from the King torebuild Jeris- 
ſalem, v. 8.9, 10. Sanbailat and others having beard ont. v.. 19: they ſaid to them, What « the 
thing that ye do ? will ye rebel againſt the King ? Here they preſently - ſuggeſted a Deſign of Re-- 
bellion-; tho; what they were about at that time, they: did by the Kings own Authority: And a-- 
gain, Sanballat, Chap. 6. ſent to Nehemiah a Letter, in; theſe words, wv. 5. 6, 7. It « reported a-- 
mong þ the Heathens, and Gaſhum ſaith, thou aud the Jews. think to rebel; for which cauſe thou: 
buildeſt the Wall ,, that thou mayſt be their King , according to theſe words; and thou bat a 
pointed Prophets to preach of thee at Jeruſalem, ſaying, @ King in Judah; than all which, there was” 
| noching 


nothing moreuptrue, as Nehemigh did tell him, v.8. ſaid he jhere, There # no ſuch thing done as 
thou faid,' but thou faimſt them out of thine own heart : Heinous deſperate Enmiry he had in his 
Breff #gainſt Aordica;, put bim upon raking this Courſe againſthim, and againſt all the Fews, the 
eaſier ro bring about their deſtruRtion ; he accuſerh the Fews befofe the Ring, Heſter 3. in theſe 
words, v.'$. & 9. There « a certain People ſcattered abroad, 8c. and their Laws are divers from all 
people, neither keep they the Kings Laws; That it is not for the Kings profit to ſuſfer them ,, Let it 
be written, that they may be deſtroyed; By which Suggeſtion and falſe Charge, he procured a De- 
cree to deſtroy them, in the next verſes. Thus alſo did the Preſidents and Princes in Damzels time ; 
their Enmity was ſo great againſt Daniel, That (having on purpoſe, Das. 4. 4, 5. and tollowing 
verſes, procured a Law in the matter of his God, they not bemg able otherwiſe ro accuſe him, and 
prove any fault againft him,) they go to the King, in v. 13. and charge Daniel, 19 theſe words, in 
the preſence of the King, Daniel, (laid they,) regardeth not thee, O King, nor the Decree which thou 
baft ſigned,” VC. Here did they infinuate, that he was a Contemner of the King,and of his Decrees ; 
when as in truth it was nothing ſo, but only a due regard tothe true God, on whom he was bound 
ro call. The Jews likewiſe, who believed notin Chriſt, in his time and afterwards, trod in the 
ſane Steps ;* they charged Chriſt himſelf with fuch Crimes. Luke 2.2.2. my began to accuſe him 
bfre Pt, faying, We found this Fellow perverting the Nation, and forbidding to give Tribute to 
**lar, ſaying, that be himſelf is Chriſt, a King; and'in v. 5. He ſtirred up the people, teaching 
throughout 7 Jury, and v. 10: The chief Prieſts and Scribes food up, and vehemently accuſed him ; 
Here this moſt holy'andjuſt One, catne under an Accufation of being guilty of Treaſon, Sedition, 
and'of being notoriouſly Criminal, and was vehemently accuſed too ; rhat-they might vent their 
Envy and Malice againſt him, with the greateſt ſhew of Juſtice ; for they were. tender of theirown 
R -putation i9 that, as appeared, when Chriſt had ſaid unto them, Toby 10. 32. Many good Works 
T-have ſhewed'yon, 8c. for which of theſe Works doyou ſtone me ? They in the next verſe anſwered 
him, in-theſe words; For 4 good Work 2ve ſtone thee not, butt for Blaſphemy, and" becauſe thou being 
a" Plan, make thy ſelf a God. They would not be thought to ſhed Innocent Blood, which made 
them'to ſtorm ar the Apoſtles afterwards ; when they had preached Chriſt as the Juſt-One, whom 
| the utibelieving Jews had Crucified,g4#.5.Did notwe (ſay they,) v. 2.8. charge you,that you ſhould 
not teach in this Name, and bebold, ye bave filled [eruſalem with your Dottrin, and intend to bring 
this Maus Blood on us; thothey were really guilty on'r, and doubtleſs conſcious to themſelves on'c 
to; 'yet would not they have others conceive ſuch'athought of them. | So dealt they with Stephen, 
AF. 6. when they could'not refiſt the Spirit and Wiſdoni, by which he ſpake, wv. 10. they "then 
" inthe next verſe, charge him with ſpeaking of Blaſphemy,' which alſo was notoriouſly falſe ; for 
there the Scripture faith, That they ſuborned Men who fardſo of him ; the ſame way did the South- 
ſayers take too, AF. 16. when Pau/there had caſt out the evil Spirit, v. 18. They v. 19. caught 
Paul and Sylas, and brought them to the Magiſtrates; and in the next verſes, they charged them, 
in theſe words, Theſe Mew being Jews, doexceeaingly trouble our City and teach Cuſtoms which are 
| wats ao for us t0 receive, neither obſerve, being'Romans ;.-all which the Magiſtrates arid People 
- preſently believing to be true, without any further enquiry, fell upon Paul, &c. verſes 22,23. So 
did the unbelieving Jews with Fafon, and certain Brethren, A@. 17. when they had brought them 
ro the Rulers, © 6: they in the ſame verſes, and v. 7. charge them as guilty of Treaſon, breach of 
Laws, and diſturbance of the Peace roo;jin thefe words, Theſe have tarned the world upſide down,&c. 
theſe do all contrary to the Dectees of Caeſar, ſaying, That there is another King Jeſus ; Here did they 
make flſe conſtruction of their Doftrin ; they preached Jeſus to be the Chriſt, a King ; therefore 
would-they force it tointendapainſt Czſar : Andagain, AF. 18. did they fo with Paul; the Jews 
there v. 12. made an Inſurrettion, with one-accord, againſt Paul, and brought him to the Tudg- 
ment-ſeat ; and there they charge him, in theſe words, 9.1 3. Tha Fellow perſuaded Men to wor- 
ſhi Bol conrory fo Law; and again, In the Temple they laid bold on him, A. 21. 27, 28, They 
91217 M21; pf | : eryed 
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(7) 
eryed out, Mey of [(rael help, tha is the Man who teacheth all Men where, apainſs the People, 
evd the Law, and this Place, and brought Greeks :into the Temple xd ein this boly place ; at 
which the People were preſently moved, cafily. believed altthe Charge ; and they took Pazl,v.30o. 
and would have killed him, as in 'the. following verſes, altho:no- part of the Accufation was true: 
And again, A#. 24, The High Prieſt and Elders took Tertullas-an Orator, with them, v.-2. that 
they might charge Paul more effeftually, and with more, facility get the Governors Ear; and 
when they were there before the Governor, they, by their. Orator, loaded Pau! with the guilt of 
great Crimes, v. 5, 6.1n theſe words, We :bave:found thu Man a peſtilent Fellow, and & mover 
of Sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a Ring-leader of the Set of Nazarens , 
who alſo hath gone about to profane the Temple, a Charge without any colour of Truth, as 
Pgul afterwards in his Defence declared, and faid alſo, Neither can they prove the things whereof 
they now accuſe me, v. 12, 13, But this,(faid hey) 1 confeſs, after the way they call Hereſie, ſowor- 
ſhip I the God of my Fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law nd the Prophets ; 
and this indeed was his only Crime, for which they fo perſecuted him. They yet further pur- 
ſued him before Feſtus, AtF.25. The Jews there ſtood round about Paul, andlaid many andgrievons 
Complaints again#t him, which they could not prove, v. 7. And Paul anſwered, v. 8, neither (ſaid 
he,) againſt the Law of the Jews, neither againſt the Temple, nor yet againſt Czar, bave Ioffended 
in any thing at all ; yet his Innocency could not excuſe him from their violent Perſecuting of him, 
becauſe of the Hearr-Enmity they had againſt him. | /Thus bath the Scripture noted, That the 
Enemies of good Men, and Goodneſs it ſelf, in the Ages of the Warld, did follow the Steps one 
of another, in manifeſting their Heart-Enmity againſt them and it, by charging them with many 
and notorious Crimes every where; to the end, that the Enemies own Proceedings might ſeem to 
be-uſt, and only a Legal Perſecution of MalefaQtors, not a malicious purſuit of Innocents; and 
that they might bring Chriſt and good Men, into the ill Opinion both' of the People, and of the 
Magiſtrates, - the caſter ro preyail with them to aſſiſt in the Perſegution. 

3dly. A third way that theſe envious Ones were found in, and which theſe divine Records have 
alſo obſerved, was, That they watched and fought for Adyantagesto take hald of ſomerhing,where- 
of to accuſe Chriſt and the Saints ; yea, they did frequently rempt them-to ſpeak, by asking enſna- 
ring Queſtions, . and ordering of others ſo to do, in order to the framing of an Accuſation againſt 
them; and did oft times wreſt their Wordstoo : As the Prophet 1/aiah complainmg, ſaying, 29.20. 
All who watch for iniquity are cut off, who make a Man an offender for a word, and layeth a ſnare 
for him who reproveth in the gate, and turn aſide the juſt for a thing of naught. Therefore the Pro- 
phet Amos adviſerh, That the prudent ſhould keep ſilent in ſuch an evil time, Chap. 5. 1413: 
And the P/almiſ reſolved fo to do, 1n his time, Pſa. 39. 1. (faith he there, I will keep my mouth 
with a Bridle, while the wicked # before me; fo well acquainted was he with the uſual way of the 
wicked in this matter. Thus did they do with Daniel, becauſe the King had advanced him above 
the Prefidents and Princes, Dan.6.1,2,3, 4. They ſought occaſion againſt bim, in the matters of the 
King dom, but they found none ; fain would they have accuſed him, could they have found any 
Matter wbich they ſought for.. 'The-P/almif in hm.days, too, found theſe Attempts made-upon 
him, P/al. 38. 12. (faith he,) They alſo who ſeek my life, lay ſnares for me, and they imagin deceits 
all the day long ; and in Pſal. 119. 69. The proud hath forged a lye againſt me ; again, in Pſal. 56. 
v. 5,6. Every day they wreſt my words ; all their thought againſt me for evil, they mark my ſteps, 
when they wait for my Soul ; thus they commonly did every day, (faith he) : Afrerthe fame man» 
ner did the unbelieving Fes and Gentiles deal with Chriſt and his Followers, in thoſe days, Mar. 
12. 10. they there-tempted Chriſt, There was a'man who had bis band withered, and they asked 
Chritt, ſaying, « it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day? that they might accnſe him, here they 
waited, and by a queſtion tempts Chriſt to ſpeak, that they might carch ſomething of Matter of 
Accuſation.: Again, the Prieſts and Elders, as be was teaching, Mat. 21. 2.3. ſaid, By what au- 
B m thority 
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thority doſt thou theſe things? and ho gave thee this authority? 'Here doubtleſs, they hoped for 
an anſwer, which they might have interpreted, ito have. carried in it ſome affront to Magiſtrates 
and-Government, whereof they might/tave accuſed him-; wherefore Chriſt refufed to give them 
any direct anſwer : And more (expreſly *rus ſaid inthe next Chap.'v; 15. That rhe” Scribes and 
Phariſees went and took counſel how they might entangle him in his talk , and in order hereto, they 
in the next verſe, fent out ſome to him, ſaying, Maſter, 1e know that thou art true, &c. neither 
careſt thou for any man for thou regardeſt not the perſons of men; tell w therefore, what thinkeſt 
thou, # it lawful 10 give tribute to Calur or nor? Here, no doubt, they expected ſome words from 
him, out of which they; might have'pick*'d ſome Treaſon ; which, by their way of Addrefling 
themſelves to him, they.chought they might have drawn him too ; which wicked Deſign of theirs, 
Chriſt well perceived, -a8 *tis ſaid, v:18. by him, /7hy tempt ye me, 8c. Then Chriſt bid them gize 
to Czlarthe things which-are Celars, v. 21, 2%, Again, Luke 6. 7. The Scribes and Phariſees 
watched bim whether he would heal on the Sabbath day, that they might find an accuſation againſt 
him; yea, they are fail} Luke 11. 53. Tohave urged him vehemently, and to have provoked Lim to. 
ſpeak many thengs, laying wait for bim, and ſeeking to'catch ſomething out of hs mouth, that they 
might accuſe bim: ; ſounceflantiwere they in their purſun of Chriſt, whom they hated and would 
have deſtroyed. - And further, the Evangeliſt Luke, Chap. 20: ſaith, They watched bim, and ſent 
forth ſpies , who'ſhould fain themſelves juſt men, that they might take hold of his words, that ſo they 

io bt deliyer him imto the power and authirity' of the Governor, v. 20. Here they thought ſurely, 
that Chriſt-would be more free ro talk with:juſt Men, and ſpeak that to them, which he would for- 
bear to do before others, that ſathey might enſnare him, by infinuating Difſemblers, and there- 
upon accuſe him; yet again, did they ſet upon him, Fobn'8. 3. They ſet before him a Womgn taken 
in Adultery,nd faidtohim; wv. 5. Moſes ſaid, that ſuch ſhould be toned, but what ſayſt thou? This 
they ſaid, (as in thenert verle,) tempting him, that they might have to accuſe him ; which Chriſt 
alſo perceived, asin the following yerſes. So far alſo doth the, Scripture take notice of this Way, 
' Which thoſe' wicked and invidious Ones in thoſe days took, to expreſs their Heart-hatred agairit. 
the" Saints, and-againft-Chrift himſelf. | | 
 4thly. Another Way and: Method wherein they proceeded againſt the Samts, Chrift and his 
Followers, and againſt the Truth, to ſuppreſs them and it, and ſtop their growth, was this, They 
called Councils, conſulted together, devited, plotted and contrived Miſchief againlt them in ſecrer, 
and how they. might effectcheir Ends, as the Scripture hath Recorded; King Pharaoh, Exod. r. 
when he had perceived the 1/-aelites to encreaſe,- and he had « tyind to prevent their growth, v. 9. 
he confulred with his People, and ſaid, Come, Jet ws deal wiſely with them, left they multiply, 8c. 
v--10. then in the following verſes, they put Burthens on them heavier and heavier; but when 
that would not do, he deviſed to {lay the Male Children, and charged the Midwives fo to do ; 
and charged alſo his People to caſt the Sons of rhe Hebrews into the River. So did their Enemies 
in Nebemiahs days, Chap. 4. when they had heard that the. Walls were built, they contrived al- 
ways tb prevent their further progreſs; Firſt, they mock them; ſaying, hat do theſe feeble Jews 
do 2 will they fortifie themſebves, v. 1, 2. bur when'they ſaw that would not do, Pris ſaid, w.7, 8. 
That they were then very wroth, and conſpired all of them together, to come and fight againſt Jeru- 
falem, nd to hinder the work; altho what the Jews did, was by Authority from the King. In 
like manner did they in Ezra's days, Chap. 4. When the Adverſaries of 74dab, &c. had heard 
thatthey builded rhe Temple, v. 1. they wv. 2. came and pretended that they would build with 
them ; this was their firſt Plot to weaken their hands in their Building ; bur when that would not 
_ &0, they contrived, in the 4th-and 5th verſes, and hired Counſellors againſt them, to fruſtrate their 
' Progreſs all the days of Cyrx; and afterwards, v. 8. the Chancellor and Scribe, andthe reſt, con- 
- :ſulted and wrote to the King a Charge againſt them of high-Nature, as in the following verſes, 
- which effeRed their Deſign, and ſtaid the Work, v. 21, ſo induſtrious were thoſe in their Conſults 
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and Contrivinces, to bindd! that Work which they. hated. Hamas plotted the ruin of all the 
Fews, becauſe Maris) did'niot bow to to him; he-deviſed a courſe in "bis Breaſt, and eccoliggly 
peeley ds er, Chaps 3. *Of ſuch doings, the Pſalmift i in his days complained to God,.. Pal. 

Without caiſe Frith he there.) they have hid from mie their net in a pit, which "without 
FL 7 hey have digged for”; ry Soul ; andinthe 15th verſe, The abje#s apr apr. toge- 
ther, and I knew it not;, an , 2.0. They bate me without a cauſe : for they not Peace , 
but they deviſe dectirful matters Hon thein who are quiet in the Land; the Amer had taken 
ſpecial notice, that wicked Men in hs days. did uſually contrive evil opinl ſuch who were inno- 
cent and peaceable in the Land: And Flat, 38. he ſaid, That they alſo who ſought his bfe , did 
lay ſnares for him, and they did imagin deceits allthe Joy, V. 12. Again, Pſal, 31. 13. Fear {6 ſaid 
hie,) was on every ſide, whilſt they took Coupſel rogetber againſt me, they deviſed to take away 
life and {o (aid he,)*hey did againſt others too, Plal. 94. 21, They gathergd themſelves toge- 
ther a gainſt the ſoul of the righteous,” and {Remy che innocent Non ; 1 did. ol in that CY , 
conſult how they mighttake away theT.ife of them w Ee 
with the Brenton eaſe, fas rag ſecurity to themſel 
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advanced him over them, verſes 1 foe in the ne x yerles becauſe they could not find occa- 
ſion againſt him in the Matters of the EE which they had ſought to do z\ they conſulted 
and contrived to enfſhare him in che: Ma Wo God, v- $,.and KOmrcing'y » they, 1n the next. . 
vefſes, purſyefithe thing they had end A oy Tr Tt ater, and conyitted him 
thereu Pons Afﬀer the ſame biker ieving 7 ws, 1 and the Gentiles. Pf in thole day Ys, 
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id. the like afterwards to the Apoltles ; 
pex-were cut 19 the heart, and they took counjel to lay the 
Apoſtles, v. 3% Yea, w e NG ro perſecute the Saints, and had preacheg Chriſt, 
ABs 9. The fews, v. 2 5, Fang Wh} bim oo. OMP Pe than. farty, Afts 23. bad conſpired 
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Fthly. A kfth Way that, thoſe envious. Ones, Uabelievers, eg, did take, in thoſe days, to ex- 
preſs their Eamity againſt Gods People,” Chriſt -and his Followers, was this, They did proture, 
and Ena&t Laws and Decrees Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, on purpole both to enfhare, puniſh and de- 
ſtroy them : And.to deter orhers from. owning and following of rhem or their DoErins; and under 
collour of-ſuch Laws or Decrees , they did proceed to accuſe them as diſobediear, and fo, punifh 
them thereupon ; as the P/almiſt, Pſal. 94. intimated, that they did in his days; Shall the Throne 
of Iniquity (faith he,) v. 2.0. have fellowſhip with thee : 2ho frame miſchief by a Law? And what 
they did upon theſe Laws, is exprefled in the next verſe, in theſe words, They gatber themſelves to- 
ps? againſt the ſoul of the righteous, and condemn innocent bload : The. Holy Ghoſt takes notice 
on't here, that althothey ſeemed to do it by a Legal Proceſs, yet *rwas the Righteous, *twas inno- 
cent Blood, they condemned thereby, as Jezebel the Wife of 4bab, did with innocent Naborh, 
1 Kings 2.1. when ſhe had ſeen Ahab diſcontent about the Vineyard, v. 5, 6. ſhe reſolved to diſ- 
parch Naborb out f the way, and thatby-colour of Law.too ; * as *wis faid there, v. 7. ſhe ſaid to 
Ahab, Doſt thou not govern the Kingdom of Ifracl? Let thine heart be merry : 1 will give thee the 
Vineyard of Naborh,'&c. .In order to which, ſhe v. 8. wrote Letters in Ahabs name, -and ſealed it 
with bis Seal,” and ſent the ſame to the Elders and the Nobles of the City; where Naboth dwelt ; and 
by that Letter, in the next verſes, direCts them to proceed againſt him in a Judicial way, but.to ſet 

up falſe Witneſſes againſt him ; to which the /Nobles and Elders (reaſoning thanflve ſecure, 
baving the Kings Commandment for it, ) did comply, tho'the way was deſperately wicked ; they 
ſet-up Witnefles; Sons of Belial againſt him, judged, condemned and executed him, inthe 1 x, 12, 
and following verſes. 'The Enetnies of the' Fews did, by falſe ſuggeſtions againſt them, procure 
a Decree from the King to ſtop their work'of Building, in Ezra 4. Nebacadnezar the King, having 
ſet up an Image, Dan. 3. 1. andin the.following verſes, Decreed, That all who heard the ſound f 

. the Cornet, &c, ſhouldfall down and worſhip bim, and that ſuch who did not, ſbould be caſt into the 
fiery. Furnace ; upon this, the Caldeans, v.*8. accufed the Fews, and v: 12, they ſaid, Theſe Men, O 
King, regard not thee, they ſerve not thy gods; upon'which the King in great fury ſent for them, 
_ v.13; and v. 19. ih greater wrath commanded 'the'Execution of them, according to that Law; 
which in the fellowing verſes they performed : Here was a wicked Law or Decree, and upon this 
they condemned thoſe innocent and peaccable Men. . And thus they dealt with Daniel himſelf 
roo, inthoſe days 3 The Preſidents and Princes (who had hated hit ,) having ſought occaſion againſt 
bimm in the matters of the Kingdom, and found none ; could not, hit br upon any Law in that ref- 
pe&t;; ſuch was his Faithfulneſs, and ſo good a Sbjct was he, Day! 6. 4 5- They contrived a 
' Law or Decree, ori. purpoſe, in the Matter of his God, that upon this they-might ruin him, *cis 


faid, v. 7. That all the Preſidents of the Kin dom, and the Governors, and the Princes, the Conn- 


ellors and the Captains, had conſulted together to eftabliſh @ Royal Statute, to, make a firm Decree, 
Hs wheſceve frel ak, 8c. and in the next refs they oh Tonket on thereof by the 
King, upon which they, v. 1 1.'and {5 onward, proſecuted Ds el for praying to the true God, 
arid caſt him into the Den of Lyons, (tho the Ririgs Heart was ta deliver Pie - thus id they there 
frame this Law, and yer'it confirmed upon this, ſole; Defign, that they might rake Daniel in the 
'Marter of his God, and fo diſpatch him. ' So did Hamas allo with the Jews in' Mordicays days, 
when he bad reſolved to have deſtroyed both Mordreaz and the Fes, he applied himſelf to the 
King for a Decree' to deſtroy them, which he obtained , and fccordingly proceeded upon it till 
he was prevented, Ef her 4.6, 8, and following verſes. After the ſame manner the Fews thetn- 
ſelves did inv Chriſts time, under pretence of Law, [they perſecuted Jeſus himſelf unto death, they 
brought him before-P;late the Judge;*in open Court, andtheye charged bno, and proſecuted him 
in a pretended regular way, Luke 2.3. Yea, and that they imight terrifie others from 'confeſling 
and owning of him in the World at-that time, they made or agreed an Eccleſiaſtical Law too, 
tif any did confeſs bjm, they ſhould be Excommunicated; as *tis expreſly ſaid, John 9. 2.2: 
in 
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m theſe words, That the Jews bad tread agreed, that if any man did confeſs: hat: be was. 
that be ſhould be put out of. the Sneppe z of which Low the Jrws at Ch time n froſ 
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Gibly: Yet a {ixth Way wherein they didevidence their Enmity nt Gd and Chrilt, ap 
the Saints and followers of Chriſt, was this, That when they ar could not,'n a Lf 
make out any of the Accuſations and Char they had brought agaiaſt them ; and being 
to-take them, they then did ſuborn, and. ſet up falſe Witneſſes, Men of Beliol, to you a 
them; an $- even whatever they had ſuggeſted to them ; to whom-the Magiſtrates i 1g it 
days, Frys ive credit too, as the Seripturedeclared; Thar the Elders and'd 
means, did uf e Caſe: of Naborh, 1 Kings 2.1. when Fexebel there had written,to them inthe 
Kings Name, and under his Seal, (tho wirbour his knowledge, ) 2, 8; and therein br Mey 
vV. 9, & 10, toſet up Naboth on high among:the People, and ta ſet up'falſe. witneſſes 3 Wa 
V. 11, 12, 13. 4ccordingly ſet up Naboth ; and tis ſaid there, There came in. two wy hnldrew of 
Belial, and witneſſed againſt bim, ſaying, Naboth 4id- blaſpheme God and the King ; which "tov $19 
the Elders and Nobles, ſoon - (are credit too , for they, preſently carried hin NG 
here they ſhed innocent Bl by. falſe ſuborned Witneſſes, .as they were, com on "ne 
they knew it to be 2 deſperate wicked thing ſoto do. The P[elimift in his days, complained af 
ſuch dealings, Pſal. 119. 69.- and faid there, The.proud hath forged a lie againſt. me3-and 3 
Pſal. 35. 31. he faid , Falſe witneſſes did ariſe up, they laid to. my.charge 1 ech- 
7 knew-not.. Aſterthe ſame manner did the unbelieving. Jews deal with Jeſus Chriſt imſelf,/ ar 
with his Diſciples, in their days; - as the Scripture alſo, athrmetb, fat. 36. it 'S = 


That the chief Prieſts and Elders, and all the Council, ſoug bt falſe witneſſes ag 
to death; and ty. 60, and 61. At laſt came two falſe witneſſes, and ſaid, This Fellow 
the Holy Ghoſt'rakes notice, that the Chief Prieſts, Elders and Council, were principally! i | 
in this wickedneſs too; ſuch was their Heart-Enmiry againſt him, thar they could nor bear with = 
being onthe Earth ; therefore they regarded not what wicked Courſe they took to ſend him he 
So did the: Libertines and others, in the caſe of Stephen, A. 6. When they were ot able IE 
ba wiſdom,8c.v.10. The 4 then,in the next ar by win] men, bo [aid, We bave beard : 
Blaſphemies, 8c. and afterwards, v.12, 13. 19 ſet-up thoſe falſe witneſſes before hace 
againſt him: "This Charge they had framed againit ham, and endeavored to non (tho by falſe 
Witneſſes, by Perjury,) that they might ſeem. to be juſt, and ro perſecute/him\ in a 
according to; Moſes Law, and ſo put him to death ; for in the next verſes, They fray! fi Ke 
and Seribes, and People, (who were forward enough of; themſelves againſt him,) . and took\ bin. 
brought him before the Council; where they produced their ſuborned Men, who faid of him, ae 7 
thu man ceaſed not to ſpeak blaſphemous words againſt the holy Place and the Law, 8c, i Son fat: 
bath theſe divine or) taken rotice of this Way and Procedure of theſe wicked perſecuting and; 


invidious Men, in thoſe Ages of the World, + 2th hd 
B 3. _.- 


| (1) 

« \wth}y.” And that the wicked Enemies of God, of Jeſus Chriſt; and of 'his People-and Laws, in 
rthoſ&: deys,” might carry their Matters the more'plauſible, ard.obrain an Opinion in Magiſtrates 
of their 6wh Loyalty and thar they' might getthe' greater countenance to their Proceedings, and 
avWEdhdthpage other inferior Magiſtrates and Officers, (contrary'to their own Inclinations and 
Mpthents,) to afliſt them in their. revengeful Acts, | they werefound in this ſeventh Method or 
eraftyOcurfe! - They did moſtly pretend'thetnſelyes ro be ſpecial Friends to the Kings. and Go- 
vernons, and Laws Ecckfiaſtical and Civil; in thoſe-days, in'all they did this way ;' and that Go= 
Xrndts, Government'and Laws, were much concernedin alFthat they alledged againſt thoſe Per- 
fora bom'they* hol ceuſed; off that therefore only; were: they ſo-zealous againſt them in thoſe 
Naka: alth> in truthy 'rwas' only procetding from! their '6wn'envious and revengeful Hearts 
within ther; Examiples and Inſtances\of. which the Scripture-hath alſo Recorded. In Ezra's 
days, when'the Adverſaries of the Jexvs being vexed at them; -Ezra 4- 1, 2, &c. the Chancellor 
- an& ethers wroteto the King againſt them;-v. 6. and atnongſt otherthings, they-in their Letter-ac- 
uaints him , that they were building that rebellious and bad City, &c, and in v.-13. they in- 
fret tH&' Kin g ih id Words, which they ſuggeſted, Be it known unto the King, That if this Ci- 
gr Age then willrhey wot pay Tale, Tribute and Guftom,/and ſo thou ſhalt endamage the Re- 
te of #he Kings ;* and'v. 14: Now, ſaid they, becauſe we have maintainance, 8c. it w not meer 
fhb#" bis 10fee't be Kings diſhenour, t berefore have we ſent, and certified the King ; here they pretend- 
ed; *thut the Kings difſionour and the loſs he was like to bear, was that they were concern'd abour, 
and hat therefore theKinig was'Goncerned to prevent it; \ when all this proceeded only from their 
not wo rd 5y nn the Fervy, as ſuch, as*tisTaid inv. 2.& v. 5: of the ſame 4th of Ezra. In 
= 2h pn Satjballarandorher their Ehemies; in Nebemrahs days; when they had underſtood, 
Chep.-2. that Nehemiah had come with- Authority ro build the-Ciry, they were forely grieved, 
V. $6: Wt pritved ther exceedingly that there was come a Man to ſeek: the welfare of. tbe Children 
\oftribt; theicMeart:Enrhity zgainſtthe Jews,” ) made the Favor that the King ſhew'd to them, 
rd SflePcs tholb; wnd-contrary to true Loyalty, they endeavor t6 oppoſe what theſe were do- 
In by Cotnmfſion Fomthe'King ;'as in v.'t 9: Fhey fail tothem, avill ye rebel againſt the King ? 
they Tuppett4,; thar'they would rebel againſt the King, altho they knew the King did allow 
Jews did in that'matter , ſo again,'the ſame Sanballar, in-a Letter ſent by his Servants 
to NV4b oj ub. Chap.'6: told Nebemiabthus, wv. 5, 6, 7. It #'reported, 8c. that thou and the Jews, 
think-owebdl; forte hich cauſe thom buildeſt the Wall, that thou mayſt be their King, 8c. 'and ſhall 
Md Rebtovhe King according. t6 theſe words 5 thus theſe Mens hatred'of the Fes, raade them 
againſt them,” wherein the King'muſt be concerned ;»iulrbo,” what-the Jews 
e King: own Commiſſion, which Loyal Subjets-fhould have encouraged. 
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(13) 
Ring, would not worſhip the Image ; when their Enemies knew thecontrary, that they wet pvod 
Subjects, only in that matter could not actuslly'obey. And ſo' dealt the Prefidents and' Princes 
with Daniet himſelf, whom they hated, becavfe the King had advanced him abovethem, Dun: 6) 
their deſign was to deſtroy him; and the better'to effetTr, they prefently concern the King's 
the Law in the matter, for borh which, they ſeemed to be zealous; and having, on purpoſe to taks 
him, procured a Law or Decree to have been'made;' they vw. 73. faid thus to the King, Davie! 
who us of the captivity, &c. refl>deth not thee, O King, nor the Decree which thou haſt. - 
ed, &c. Here they did infinvate that the King was concerned in Honor, comic Sg 
and Law againſt Daniel, as a deſpifer of both; altho they very well knew "rwas duty to ; H6Þ 


 diſfoyalty ro'the King that made him to ps ro God, contrary to that Decree; of which alſo 
King himſelf was fo ſenfible, rhat *ris fai of! him, V. 14, He as ſore diſpleaſed with bimfſelf, and 

fet his heart on Daniel to deliver bim, and be labored till the going down of the Sun to delvoer him: 
to which theſe pretenders to Loyalty, (having their hearts ſer ro deſtroy” Daniel, ) would tor-yield, 


their loye to tfle King would nor bring them to ſtoop to his deſire, becauſe jt contradited rheit 
defign ; but now they preſs the King with the Law, and ſhew their zeal for the ment" of 
Offenders againſt the Law, wv. 15. as if the King had not power to diſcharge the” Offenders; 


that their Heart-Enmity againſt Daniel, and their purpoſe to deſtroy him,not the Kings Hotior nor 
true zeal for Juſtice, made theſe Men thus warm againſt Daniel,” js here very evident. | Thus 
did the unbelieving Jews, and other Enemies of Jeſus Chriſt and of his Followers; in aftet 

againſt Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles, in thoſe days, Luke 73. They there'out of adelignto deſtroy! 
Chriſt, accuſed him asan Enemy to Ceſar, interreſts Ceſar in the matter, that they night ſeewr'ts 
perſecute Chriſt, rather from Loyalry than ſecret Hatred and Enmity they carryed againſt him; 
as ” vV. 2. they ſaid, = found , or Fo &c. forbidding to give rarer Czfar, ſayiny, 
he himſelf u a King ; by this they de as an expedient, the eaſter to get Pilate to paſs Judg- 
ment fr gs 1s evident, Fobn Nd when hey there efervel tha Pilate kan, 
to releaſe Chriſt, 'and probably would hai eit; inv.tT2." The Jews cryed out, If. thou lervbes 
Mas go, thou art not Czſars friend : for whoſoever maketh bimſelf a King, ſpeakerh ogainſ} Caclyr 5 
upon which words, *tis ſaid in the next verſe, That Pilate broyght him out ;, hete was great'con- 
cernedneſs for Ceſar ſeemingly, yet Envy was the motive, and Chriſts Life the defign'only,Whieh 
Pilate very well knew, for he found no fault in him ; andits exprefly aid fo, That beknew rhat 
the Prieſts bad delivered bim up for ewoy, Mark 15. 10. Tho this very thing did'fo awe Plate, 
(as they deſigned ir ſhould,) againſt his inclination and judgment, thar he deliveredthis Juſt One 
into their lands to be Crucified. After the ſame manner did they with the Apoſtles and Diſeiples' 
of Chriſt afterwards, in A&. 7. 'tis ſaid there, v. 5. That the Jews who believed not, muved with © 
eirvy, took ſome baſe Fellows with them, and laid hold on Jaſon and ſome others, v. 6. and brought 
them before the Rulers, and there immediately they interreſt Czfar and bis Laws in the buſmneſs, 
v. 7. and ſay, Theſe do all contravy to the Decrees of Czar, ſaying, that there 'u another King. 
Feſirs : So again, AF. 18. The Jews there made an inſurretion againſt Paul, and brought him before 
the Fudgment Seat, v. 12, & 13. they chargehim with breach of their Eccleſialtieal Laws, faying 
there, This Fellow perſuadeth men to worſhip God contrary to the Law, or eſtabhſhed mode z'by 
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Galio drave them from the Judgment Seat, and would not meddle in thoſe. Laws, verſes'1y, 16: 
Thus doth the Scripture note, that the Enemies of the Saints and of the. Truth u ſelf, in»thoſe 
Ages, did walk in this Path alſo, in order to the effeRing of their envious and. revengetub 


Purpoſes. R © Fig 
8chly. But when this Method neither did do the Work fo effeQtually as they defigned , thee 
they proceeded againſt them in an eighth Way, that was, They did in moſt places ſtir up bafe Fel. 


lows, and all forts of People ; and rogether with them, did they rumultuouſly rake hald of —_ 
: 4 


«ad; of which ac? x Jeſus foreto!d and acquainted his Diſciples, that they were to,bear a ſhare 
ing; Mat: 10. They wik { 


Auchorizy,with them,) Sanba 


ether, to-come 10 fight ws | | 
Gare, Gar i1ding by the Kings Authority, that. how Loyal foever they otherways pretended, 
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perſecuted this way to the,death, binding and delivering into Priſon, both men and women, I went 


unto iſcus to bring them which were there bound unto Jeruſalem, 10 be paniſhed z andin v. 19. 
ſaid hero the:Lord, 1 impriſoned and beat in every Synagogue, them who believed on thee. "Thus 
did-athers deal with Pax/bimſelf, when he became a preacher of Chriſt, and with Sylas, 4. 16, 
"Paul having caſt out the Spirit of Divination out of the Damſel, v. 18. her maſters, v. 19, 2.0. 
oaug bt Paul and Sylas, drew them into the Jar ket-place to the Rultrs, and brought them to the 
Magiſtrates, and there accuſed them for Troublers of the City ; upon which, The multitude roſe 
ep together againſt them, and the Magiſtrates commanded to beat them, and when they had laid 


many 


(15) 
many frripes upon tbem, they eaft them irito Priſong\ve 22, 23. All which Proceedings were illegal, 
violent and tumultuous,” and ought not to have dn deve to. them; as Paul: hiſelf told 4. 
V.:35, &. 36. (when the Magiſtrates had ſent to diſchargethem,) in theſe words, They bave beatew 
ws openly uncondemned, being Romans, and bave caſt ws into Priſon, and now do they thruſt mus out 
privily? nay verily, bet than come themſelves and fetch ns aut 5 and in the next verſe, The Magi- 
ftrates feared when they beard that they. were Romans, and they came and beſought them to go out, 
Even fo did the unbeheving- Fews, Ad. 13. upon their obſeryation that , multitudes did: hear, the 
Word, were filed with ewvy, and ſpake againſt thoſe things which were ſpoken hy Paul, &c. v. 45, 
and upon their ſecond-ſpeaking; v;46. and fo an, The Jews v.59. firred up-the devout and honowr- 
able Women, andthe chief Men of the City, and raiſed Perſecution againſt Paul apd Barnabas, and 
expelled then ont of thiir coaſts ; here, when contraditing and blaſphemy would nat do, they ftit 
up.z 'Tumult, and by ylegal aad violent gyeans drive themaway :. And this courle they did un- 
ceſlanily follow, AG. 14. v. 2. it is Recorded in. theſe. words, That rhe unhelieving Jews ſtirred up 
the Gemtiles,, end made their minds evil affetied againſs3be Brethren; and v.5.asthe effec on'r, 
'*tis faid, Thet when there was an aſſault made, both of the Gentiles and of the Fews, with their Ru- 
lers, to uſe them deſpitefully and to ftone them, they fled; and v. 19, They purſued them, came 
where they were, and having perſuaded the People, and toned Paul, drew him ont of the City, &c. 
Thus didt they. here, moſt unjuſtly, riatouſly and illegally, perfecute Paul and others, ſtirred up 
the (People eyery-where-fo to do : Again, they did-walk in the fame $teps in A&. 17. 'tis ſaid of 
them thus, in 7. 5." They being moved with envy, tack te themſelves certain lewd Fellows of the 
beſer fort, and gathered s Company, and ſet the whole City in an uprore, and a{[aulted the houſe of 
Jaſon ;1and-v.. 6,. They drew bins to the Magiſtrate ; here theſe made great Riots, dealt rudely; ills+ 
cally and violently wich Chriſt and the Saints, when by Law they could nor effe& their Purpoſes; 
And again,.v.43, of the lame Chap, They purſued Paul io Barca, 'apd fired wp the people there 
£08, \. And in 4, 1 8: The Jews there made on inſurretion with one accord egeinſt Paul,ond drew 
bim to the: Fudgmert Seat, v. 124:and when Galio refuſed tomeddle with the matter, hecauſe tbere 
as no matter of wrong that he was charged with, or wickedneſs, verles 14, 5, 16, ' They then 
took Solthenes, the chief Ruler of the. Synagogue, and beat bim before the Fudgment Seat ; Auch 
' Outrages as theſe did they then commit, 'The like riotous, illegal 'and rumyltyous Ways, did the 
Silrer+Smiths. take againit Par, A#s 19. when they aw that theit- Craft: was like to be ſerat 
naught, if People believed Diano'to bend Goddeſs, 1. 2:4. and ſoon, they werefall of aproth,v.q8; 
and the whole City wat filed with confuſion, avd baving caught Gaius and -athers,v., 49, they ru(l+ 
ed with one accort} into the Theater; they were:-in a great Tumult and Riot 40-the City} in the 
next verſes, which whole. cn mga ey illegal, as the ar hae told they, n, theſs 
words, v, 26,37.and ſoon, .7e eug ht to bequiet and todo nathivg eafply, far.ye bane bv bither 
theſe. Mev ho are neitber rabberhof Churches; war yes; bafphewers of your. Godeſs ; wherefore, if 
the craft1men have 4ny matter againff ong:inan,vhe Law voftn; Ke det 3 bem implead one angthers 
if.it be concerning:ot her watter}, i} ſhall.be determined in a Jewful Affembly, for we are\in douger 
of being called in.queſtion for this days uprore, 8c: Thus courſe was not allowable here,.among'the 
Heathens themſelves, - 'The! Fext againdealt ſo with Panl;Ats 21: 27,28." They ftirred up all the 
People, and laid hands.op him, ans eryed out, Man of lrael help, thi: the wer, &c,.upan whichery, 
a} the City.2:94 mowed, in the next verſes; andithe people ran toget betgrandphey took Paul avddrew 
hins out of tbe. Taripiy,ioud \wrent abong pe kill him, tHl:the Capit vin came, bem. whentbey ſaxthey 
lefi\ of beating of hia.;-yea; more than fourty can{pirad together, bud reſokoed tokill him Act. 2.3412; 
Thus'hath'the Holy Ghoſtfraken oeciabol this Praftice of the wicked Enemies of God and his Peoe 
ple, in.choſe days, ;and:thatyit was. yer y«common,/in thoſe days : The Apoſtle Fames intimared.an 
the 2d: Chap, of his Epiſtle, wv. 6, &.7. faith he there, Do not'rich men eppreſs you| and dr 2 you 
before t he Jadgweas Seats? dv not they blaſpheme that worthy Name by which ye arcealledt, FL 
Interrogations, implies an Affirmation, that they did fo, uſed fo to do. ky + _ Neither 
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Neither here did their Envy and Enmity againſt the Saintsin Old Teſtament times, nor againſt 
Chriſt and his Followers, in the New, end and proceed ns farther ; no; they were never ſatisfied 
while any of thoſe remained alive uporithe Earth ; like thoſe A&. 2.2. 22. who cryed ouragainſt 
Paul, in theſe words, Away with ſuch a Fellow from the Earth, for ut # not fit be ſhould live, right 
or Wrong, let him be taken off the Earth : "They therefore perſecuted thiem to the death; that«did 
they detign, that did they purlue by all the before-mentioned ways : \Nay, ſuch was-heir bitter 
Enmity, that if the Magiſtrate ar any time, ſeemed to be willing to acquit any of them becauſe of 
their lnnocency, they cryed out upon him; away with him, and told: Herod he was no Friend to, 
Cz/arif he let him go;'and that rather then Jeſus ſhould be acquitted,they defired a moſt notorious 
Criminal ſhould be ſaved, even Barabbas, who for Sedition and Murther 1n the City; was caſt 
into Priſon ; "they preferred the moſt vile Men te rhat rhoſt innocent and unblamable One. Fur- 
ther inftancesof this too, the ſame divine Records bath delivered down ;, as the Apoltle Fames aid 
in the general, Cap. 5.6. of rich Men, Te have condemmed and killed the juſt, and he doth nor veſiſt 
you: So ſaid the'Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 37.-The wicked bath drawn out thefword, v. 14. to ſlay ſuch as be 
of ani upright Converſation: And again, in Pſal. 44. 22: For thy ſake are we killed all the day long, 
we are counted as Sheep for the ſlaughter : And more particularly, Gen.4. Cain there having brought 
an Offering; and Abel another to the Lord, and the Lord reſpecting Abels and not Caini,v.2,4.5. 
Cain; v. 8. upon this'very account, roſe.up againſt bim, and ſlew'bim, In hke manner did Fofephs 
Brethren intend todo with him, Gen. 37: they- perceiving that their Father Joved him -more- than 
he did them; envyed him, or hated him, v. 3,84 and in v.18. Seeing him r fs of, they' conſpired 

ainſt him to ſlay him; and v. 20. faid, Come now, let-ws ſlay bim, and caſt him into ſome pit, &c. 
Nothing leſs than his Life would farisfie ſome of them av leaſt ; ſuch was their Envy againſt their 
innocent Brother, in thatrday. Fezebel, Ababs Wite, after Elijah had cauſed the Prophets'of Baal 
to be ſlain, 1 Kings 18. ſhe Chop. 19. underſtanding the'matter by the King, ſent'a Meſſenger 
to'Eljab., in v.2. ſaying, So let the gods do, and more alſo ;* if T make not thy hife as rhe-life of one 
of them,"by to morrow about thu time; ſuch was her hatred of him, that nothing bur his Life was 
defired by her ; bur he fled. 'So Hamens fiery Enmity againſt Mordicai, could be no way quench- 
ed;" bur by his Life, and the' Life of all the Farm Heſter 9. 5, 6. when- Mordicai would not bow, 
and give Haman reverence to him, he' was full of wrath, and thought ſcorn 'to lay hands on 


Mordicai alone, but he'andall the Fews muſt be deſtroyed together ;- which be purſued'in the fbl- 


lowihg verſes. After 'the ſame manner did they purſue Chriſt himſelf to rhe death, Fob»'1 8. 'and 
becdule the Fews-themſelves could not, proceed -ſo far-as'to pur him to death by their Law,(asthem- 
bngender 7 ofefled v.21.) they therefore brought him'before P:lare'ro be judged, thar they mighe by 
preterice 'of that Authority pur him'to death; ' which afterwards they did, (tho ſo-juit a One as he 
was! and'by Pilare detlared [b to be,) as is in the next Chap, recorded; yea, when Pz/ate would 
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have releaſed him, becauſe of his Innorency, Luke 23. 14; 159 the Fews cryed out, v. 2.1. Cracifie 


Fae Cru ehfie him 5" right'or wrong they muſt bave his life 3 this was intheir hearts to have; as ap- 
pers furcher, v:"224 23. The Seriber\and\Pharifees baving- beforehand, Mar. 12.141 taken conn: 
fel baw'they: might deſtroy bim. Chrilt did forewarnhis Difciples:and Followers, and intimated urito 
them, tharthey, ſhould'be ſo'deatr with'too, MMar1o.-The Brother (faith he there, in-v. 21.) ſhall 


* delbvier wy the Brother to death, and the Farber the Child, and the Childrey ſhall riſe up agzinſt their 


Paftrits;\ and put them to death; according'to which they frequently did in cthofedays,asthe Scrip- 
tute doth evidence; © When Chriſt'bad raiſed up Lavarar, 4bn I' 1.43; 44. The chinfiPrieſts,in 
Chap. 1 1.9. 10,1-1.\conſulted,thar theymight put Lazarus alſo 10 death;becanſe that by yeaſon'of | him 
many of the Fews believed on eſus'; So As 5. becauſe the Apoſtles had preached 'Chriſt before 
rhe'Council rhete, they/preſently conſulted 70 a Exc ah 33. The ſame Spirit was Saul of, 
ARS; 1. hethere conſented tothe death of Stephen; and @. g. 1. its faid of him, That be yes 
bed out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord; which he himſelf _— 
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®'ledged he had done, A@. 2.2. v. 4. in theſe words, I perſecuted thu way to the death; ſo dealt he 
and others with Srepben, upon his preaching of Chriſt, A#. 7. They ran upon bim with one accord, 
| and caſt him out of the City, and ſffoned him, v. 57, 58. Herod the King, ACt. +2. ſtretched forth 
| bu hand to vex certain of the Church, v. 1. and-v. 2. be killeth James with the ſword ; yea, there 
were more than fourty of the Fews, who bound themſelves in a curſe not to eat or drink till they had 
killed Paul, v. 12, 13. of which they acquainted the chief Prieſts and Elders, and direFed them in- 
| to a way to effedt it too, in the next verſes: And again, A&. 25. The chief Prieſts and cbief of the 
Jews deſigned to kill him, and in order to it, they defired the favor of Feſtus to ſend for Paul to Jeru- 
ſalem, v. 2. and v. 3. 'tis ſaid, That there were lyers in wait in the way to kill him ;, thus did they 
| . purſite their very Lives by all their former Methods. For which doings, the Apoſtle complained; 
| in his Firſt Epiſt. to the Theſſalonians, of the Fews, Chap. 2.v. 14, 15. thus, The Jews who both 
| killed the Lord Feſits, and their own Prophet, and have perſecuted us, 8c, Thus hath the Scrip- 
ture alſo taken notice, that their Enmity was ſuch, that by way of revenge, nothing leſs would 
ſerve them than the very Lives of the Saints and Servants of God, yea, of Chriſt himſelf; in thoſe 
days, they couldnot reſt till they had taken them off the Earth. | | 
; - Then Thirdly, As'the Holy Ghoſt bath by Scripture Records, ſhewn the bitter Enmitry that 
was ſeated inthe Hearts of the wicked, in thoſe days, againſt the Saints and Holineſs ir ſelf; and 
the ſeveral Methods thoſe Men then took, to expreſs or evidence their Enmity againſt them and 
| ' It, for their ſuppreſſion and ro hinder the growth of Holineſs; ſoalſo bath the ſame Spirit deluded 
1h down to after Age , many of the Grounds and Cauſes of ſuch their Egmity againſt, and: hatred of 
them, and which put them upon Perſecuting the one and Oppoling the other. 3 ASC} 
: /The Firſt and Original Cauſe why they did perſecute ar that rate in thoſe days," was from that 
/* * irreconcilable Enmity which they brought into the World with them againſt God : againſt 
Chriſt who came forth from him," againſt his Laws and Government, as 18 ſaid, Roms. 8. 7. The 
carnal minds enmity againſ#.God, cannot be ſubjet to him; they cannot endure any thing ot the 
Spirit whilſt they are in the Fleſh; in the ſame State/in which they came into the World; they 
cannot 'bear-with the Light which ſhineth in the Law'of God, becauſe their Works are Works 
of Darkneſs; and hence came their Hearts to be at-enmity and hatred againſt the Saints and Ser- 
vants of God, ſuch who owned God and his Laws, and ſubjected themſelves to him and it, or did 
preach up SubjeCtion to the ſame; and fo conſequently, to perſecute their Perſons, and oppoſe 
and obſtrudt the ſpreading of the-Truth, by all theways they could; as the Pſalmiſt implidthey 
did, when he ſpake in P/al. 2. thus, Why do the beathtnrage, and the people imagin vain things ? 
The Kings of the Earth ſet themſebves, and the Rulers take councel together againſt the Lord and 4- 
gainſt his Anointed, ſaying, Let us break their Bands, aud caſt their Cords from us, 8c. they could 
not bear them, they. would not be bound by them, v. 1,2. - Here their Enmity againſtGod,- and 
Chriſt and his Laws, put them upon imagining, taking counce] how to eaſe-rhemlelves of the good 
Men of God and Chriſt ; and 'as a conſequent, how ro eaſe themſelves of all chofe who;did fabmit 
tothoſe Laws of God and. walk with him ; as the P/alnift again did cleerly aflert, ' Pſal. '$y;'in 
theſe words, v. 2. Thine enemies make a Tunult," and they who hate thee lift" np the head; v."9. . 
what follows, why, v. 3. they have taken crafty counſel againſt tby people, and conſulted againſt thy 
hidden ones ; and v. 4. they ſaid, Come and lets cut them off from being a Nation ; 'here-hrit they 
hate God himſelf, and then conſult to deſtroy his People. To this cauſe doth the P/almiſt reduce 
t in thoſe days, Pſal. 44. 22. For thy ſake ((aith he.there,) are we killed all the day Jong, we are 
accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter ; it was for Gods ſake they hated him, and muſt needs kill his 
whom they' could reach. Feremiah ſpake after: the like manner, Chap. 15. v. 15. he prays 
thus, Revenge me of my Perſecutors, 8c. and uſeth this as the Argument, Know, (fanh he,) that 
for thy ſake have 1 [uffered rebuke ; 'it was for his faithfulneſs ro God, So Chriſt told his Dilciples, 
Mat. 10.'That they ſhould be brought before Governors and Kings but for his nange ſakegv. 8 thiey 
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hated Cbrift, puniſhed his Followers ; and again, v. 22.72 ſpall be bated of all men for iy name 
ſube-;;. their hatred of Chrilt is aligned bere, as the caule;of their fateed agaioſt his' Followers ; 45 
Ghrilt-farther binted to the Fexs in the Parable be [pakce'\tothein,' Luke 119. concerning a Noble 
Man, v.42. where'in &. 14. is Taid, That the Citizens hated him, and fent forth g Miſencer «f- 
ter hirs, ſaying; We will-not bave this Man to reign over 1. T be unbelieving Fews would have 
none of this Government, *rwas too ſtrict for thery';, they hate him, andfrom thence 'cwas thar they 
could not endure ſuch who either preached him up as Lord, or bis Laws as that by which they 
ought to be ruled, or did fubmittherpſclyes to himor it; andihey perſecuted them as antolſerable, 
uſed all means te-hinder the publication of his Laws, or um as Lord and Seviour, and to hinder 
others 'fubmifion to him and-it ; for which Chriſt prowounced: againſt them, A{ar. 23. 13. in theſe 
words, #o toyos Scribes and Pheriſees, Hypoerites, for'ye (but up the Kingdors of Heaven againſt 
Men, for yeneitber go in your {cloes, weither ſuffer ye them who are entring to go in: They from 
their hatred to Ghriſt woyld not. be (abject to him and his Laws themſelves, oor would they ſuffer 
. 6thersto be ſubjd&, bur did oppole and perſecute them, and contradict and blaſpheme the DoGtrin, 
perſuading People-to ſubjeftion ro him'; - and becauſe the Light which ſhone4a his Life and DoCt- 
rin; and-1n bisFollowers, did diſcover and reprove their wicked Natures and Deeds of Darkneſs, 
ir could not be borh'with ; as Chrilt told his 7G per rg a 7. The world cannot hats 
jou, but pue'is bateth, v. 7. Why ? Becauſe (laid he;) 1 teftifie of it, that their works aro evil ; 
Again; fohn3.. 5 20:| Lipbt u come into the world,bus men love darkneſs ratber than hight. Why? 
Reranſe t heir: deads ave evi; for every me who doth evil, bateth the ligbs, teſt bis aceas ſhould ve 
reproved, or diſcovered. | Thus bath che Scripture aſſigned this to be the Original, or. one main 
Cauſe of the-wicked Ones Enmity againſt, and perſecuting of the Saints, and their bigh oppoſt- 
tion againſtthe Light of the Goſpel andtrue Holineſs ut ſelf. 
24ty. kedid ariſe from this, That the Saints, the: called of God, did-evidence themſelves to have 
been-ch1 from whar they were by Nature, and by PraQice too; they owned aud laved what 
formerly they had bated; they had declared themſelyes not to be of the World, coyld.net run 
with theſameexceſs.of Riot with others,as they had done, do as formerly they did ; but their Lives 
and Works did comradi& and:reprove the L,ives-of their Perſecutors. Now this they could nox 
bear, thereforedid they bate them, and brake out againſt chem in thole yarzous Methods and Ways 
before noted ;.as the Scripture ſaith, He 2ho doth evil, bateth the light, Jahn 3. 20. No ſooner 
did Saul (whom they had-ſo-much loyed formerly,) leave his perſecuting of the Saints, and being 
changed, did evidencethe ſame. by joyning with them, and in -preaching up:what his Heart had 
been-againſt; but.the Fews hated him, and ſtudied to kill him, Ad. g. 19, 20, and ſa an; and 
thar it would be ſo, -Chrift had told his before, Zobn 15. 1f ({aub he there, v. .19.)* ye were of 5be 
warld, theawortd would love bx-0wn ; but. becauſe ye are not of the-2orld, - but 1 have choſen you 
out -of the avorld, tharefore doth the world hate you: Here did he intimate to them, that no ſooner 
rel they evidence by their good. Life, that they are called our-of the World, and 'off from the 
evil Courſes thereof, but the World hated them ypon that very account, 'and thereupon perſecuted 
them ;\.as xis written Habak. 1. 13. in thoſe days, That the wicked devoured the man who 2.45 more 
righteons than' be: And "tis expretly ſaid, Gew. 4. 5. That. Cain was angry with hs Brother Abel, 
becauſe the Sacrifice Abel offered, was accepted and not bis, and he, in v. $. ſlew him; altho the 
reaſon given of his Non-acceptance was, becauſe hedid not well, v. 7. and his Brother did ; as 


the Holy Ghoſt doth affirmin theſe words, 1 Fobn 3. 12. Not as Cain-was of that wicked one, and 


Pew his Brother; and wherefore flew be him? becauſe bis own Works were evil and bjs Brothers 
righteors;, upon which account-the- Saints are exhorted, in the next verſe, not to maryail, tho the 
World do hate them. © When Elijab had but evidenced his Change, by reproving King Abaziab 
for his ſending to the God of Eckron, to enquire if he ſhould recover, 2 Kings 1. v. 2, 3,4 the 
King was enraged-againſt him, tar he v. 9. ſent @ Captain, with hu fifty to fetch him, and the 
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Captain ond buy wen were. de 7 enemy A 
ed, ſent. a third, in the nexterſes ; ſuch tg; pov £g8ivft Z/jab tor 
aid the Pſalmiſt alles. P/al $8. 19 and fb apy 7hey who her 
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e:me are mailitf 1d, - Toey #1/a- 
render evil for good are mine. Adver/arigs,begagſe ] flow the previeral ava meg nh 7. = 
why wicked Men ate adverſaries ro good Men, only becauſe they fc good now, and-not. 
as formerlf they were. $0 again, P/al,,37: 12. The wicked (faith-the Pſalyif,) potreth againf 
the juſt; and V. T4» They have drawmiout the ſword to lay ſuch as be of an wproght Conver(ation. 
$0 {aid Amos 09, Chap. 5-19 They hate him who,regroyet bin the gategthey abbor bins who [peak- 
ch uprightly, and v. 12. They. effict 166; juſt; Here the Scripture aflignedne ather caulk; why 
thete Men did envy, hate gnd perlecute them, jbyr this,! that theſe bated and: perſecyred-Qunes wene 
oſt, righteous and good, and reproved their Perſecurary far the contrary 3 this: wwas-fafficicnt to 
render them obnoxious to the wickedſt haired and ſcorn. Herod in thoſe days, commutted 7obys 
'to Priſon, and would have put him to. death, becauſe: Fabn bad told bim, - 21 \warinet Jawfal to 
marry bu _ _ yes ns Ls wn (Show 2p xray {IR thivt90-1n; his tire, 

x. £pids. Chap. 4. ſpeaking of the unconyerice (7 Xt :04 the. conyerred Ques; beeauſe 
_ they could ndtdoasthey had done, and.as the wicked fill.did, w. 43,4. in theſe mordgyi#herefor 
they think it ſtrange, that ye run not with them into the ſaw putt 4; Ryot, [peaks 
Here they ſpeak evilly af the Saints, becauſe thiey could nor: be ſo wicked a8 thpy 4 
at their change, could no longer think.or {peak well af. them.;-Sothat the Scripture 


evident, tharthe wicked unbelieving Ones dl thaſ 's, hate -perſeoute +> $M. y 
ed oecothey tre cet erpey called mae la Me EE RE 
\not-be -and do. as. others did, Qr dv -38 they It ro (naings bad done; by-whi © 6d 
' reprove the Spiris and Doing of thoſe wicked Perſeewars,. 7 hs nt 1 29h 
2dly. A third cauſe or ground which the Holy Ghoſt in Scripuure hath aſſigned, from L 


ae Envy and perſecuting Spirits of wicked,Men did ariſe ; that was the Pride, height-of.: . 
and revengeful Nature which wazn tbery :, Such was fr Feho, they. would act feok-G 


themſelves, nor bear with thole who did, asthe P/o/mift (98, P/al: 10, 41Thatwhe wicked through 
the pride of bs countenance, will nos ſeek Go; andin,v. 8,” ia-Jad of hum, Zbe# lin #he jeorer-glaces 
- doth he murther the innocent, his eyes are privily ſet againſt) 1he poar z as theis- Pride:; would 
- not-perinit them to ſeek God, ſo it ſet them aganlt the Saints, innocent Qnes, wbo did- ſeeks God. 
The P/zlmiſt again, P/al. 119. 69. ſaid, The, proud have forged s lie eggin/f eng 
14.3. 4- heſaich; Our Soul # omtcedingly pled with 3 he ſcornmng of then bo are. as gaſes #n4with | 
the contempt of the I - Herethe Holy Gboltxakes notice, that-the\Pride-of their; Hoarys did 
render the Saints t objects of their Scorny- and pur them) upon lorguig of hes-agajoſt thei. 
This-very thing ſet Haman into fo great hatred againſt Merdicai, and made him-ſo.refolute 08 re- 
venge againſt him and all the Fexs, Hefter 3.. his proud Heart could not bear with' Morditas,, 
becauſe he did not-ariſe and dohim Reverence, ag.4s exprefied w, 5..1n theſe words, Hhes Hanan 
ſaxd that Mordicai bowed not, nor did him reverence. they was Harman full of wrath; and.\in;tbe 
next verſe, He thought ſcorn to lay hands on Mardichi #lone, :but ſought to deft roy all the Jews with 
him; ſuch were his revengeful Purpoſes from the Jreadful Pride of his Heart. - Hence'it came- to 
paſs that the Preſidents and Princes in Daniels tire, ſo mych hated him, ſtudicd ro/revenge; and 
took thoſe courſes to\execyte it upon him ; Dan. 6. He being now advanced by King Darixs 
over all the Preſidents and Princes, v. 1, 2. their proud hearts cauld nor bear it ; and this put.chem 
upon ſeeking occaſion againſt him concerning the Kingdom, w. 4. and finding none; ſo good a 
SubjeX and innocent. Man was he ; they inthe next verſes reſolves to take hin in the matiers of 
- his God, procuredia Law, and purſued him in the\ways they had deviſed, till they had gotten 
him into the Lions Den, tho the King bimſeli-would have faved him. From the like pride of 
' Heart the Libertines and others, whowere Gipuring with Stephen, 4G. 6. and. nos able. y,g. 4 
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reſiſt the ſpirit and 'wiſdom by which be ſpake,nor able to bear to be ſilenced by Stephen; they in 
the gextwvetſes evidenced cheir Pride and revengetut Spirits, they confure him! by ſuborning Wit- 
meſſes, ſtirring 1p-the.Prople; "Elders hl Scribes againſ® him, caught him and carryed him before 
tbe Council; - The like: :did'the Fexs evidence in thoſe days, intheir Behaviour towards the 
Man who was born'blind,>Fobn'g. when he had by ſuch convincing Arguments which they could 
not reliſt, proved: Chriſt to be 'of God, x. 30. and fo'on: The Pride of the Phafiſees being 
ach, "that-they: could not" bear tobe put-ro filence by ſuch a poor unlearned Man as he was; 
-thereſorethey v4 24. tookthis courſe ; they firlt fay to him, Thou waſt altogether born in. ſin, and 
\doft thou teach 'us* 1 Andtbey Excommunitated him: Having no'better Argument, they confured 
-him this way;-and;revenged upon+ him afcer this ſorr. "Thus: hath the Scripture noted; :that the 
_ wicked Ones*efvy againſt good Men often did ariſe from the Pride of their Hearts and revenge- 
| A-fourth cauſe'or-ground from whence they fo maligned and perſecuted the Saints,Chriſt 
bimſelÞ and-his Followers, in thoſe days did ariſe from. their great ignorance of God himlſelf,: -of 
:Qhriſt, and of the Saints, in perſeciniog of 'whom they perſecuted Chriſt, as he told Saul, A#.9. 4. 
»Az?tis ſaid'of Phararby Exod, 5.'2.cHbo us the Lord that I ſhould tet Vracl go? I know not the Lord 
:(faid hey) rherefore 1 vill »or ler Urael po; his ignorance of God here, made him oppreſs and grieve 
Gods People Ril};'and purſue thenvatterwards, 'So-1r-was with Sau/, AF. g. when Chritt had 
ſaid; Why: perſetuteſ# thou'me? Saul anſwered, Who art thou, Lord?'v. 4, 5. Here his ignorance 
of Jeluswas thecauſewbyhe perfecured him'and his Saints. Chriſt intimates this alſo rqgbe the cauſe 
why thei Zewehated/him and perſcetited bim to-the death; Luke 2:3 when they were'Crucified 
.of hin, he'therepraysfor themirs theſe words, v.'24. "Father forgive them for they know not what 
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they do. Had they known him ((auth the Scripture,) they would not bave crucified the Lord of 


- *ployy," 1 Cor. 2:8. Their ignorance here was the cauſe of their perſecuting Acts, and of their ma- 
-bgnant Mind againſt him and his. "The P/almif# took it for granted, that in thoſe days.it did 
[proceed from hence; P/a//3 4. 4. thus be! faid, * Have all the workers of iniquity no knowle dge., 
"pho eat up my people as they eat bread ?\ Which Saymg ſtrongly'implies, that had they had know- 
Nw, romey would 'aot, they! could not have done fo.: The Apoſtles alſo in their tne, did intimate 
the like, and aſſigned the Ignorance of the Fews to be the cauſe of their malignity againſt Chriſt 
. and his, A#; 2. they tell them v. a5. That they bad killed the Prince of life ;, but v. 17. faith to 
.them/thiis, Now:Brethren,: 1 ot that through ignorance ye did it, as did alſo your Rulers: And a» 
ues fad the Apoſtle ro them in\v. 27: That they who dwell. at Jeruſalem, and t heir. Ru- 
i ders; bethuſe they knew bind not, rior yet the woices df the Prophets, (which are read every Sabbath- 
 day,) they bave fulfilled FEA IVY andiinw. 18. Thothey found not cauſe of death in 
-bim, -yet- deſired they Pilate thar be ſhould be ſ{ain, Upon the ſame Foundation of Ignorance, Paul 
.acknowledpeth that he went, 4#. 2.6. I verily thought with my ſelf, v. 9. that I ought to do many 
sbinps contrary to the name'of Feſus. 'T he Fews themſelves Fobn 9. did own their 1gnorance of 
'Chriſt;>vV; 29. (ſaid they,) As for thu Fellow we know not from whence hex; all the undeniable 
. *Bvidences theyhad bad, rhat he was .of God; did not enlighten them nor convince them, there- 
fore they:''perſiſted ro envy and perſecute him'; andas ro ſuch who profeſſed ro own him, many. de- 
nied him, Titus 1. 16, being unto every good work reprobate, (or void of Judgment). In like man- 
ner-the Scripture declared, that afterwards they perſecuted and hated good Men upon this account, 
-  orfromhence, that they knew nor God,” Chriſt, or them, 1 Fo. 9.4. Therefore the wrrld knoweth 
' #4 not, becauſe it knew not him ;/ and as Chrilt had'told his Diſciples, Fobn 15. 202 ITf rbey perſecat- 
ed me, they will alſo perſteute you $7 and in'the next verſes gives the reaſon of 1t 1n theſe words, A// 
theſetbings will they do; unto you for my name ſake, becauſe they know not bim 20ho ſent me: So a- 
gain, John 16. The time cometh (ſaid Chriſt there,) v. 2. that whoſoever killeth yuu, ſhall think he 
doth God good ſervice; the reaſon of which he gives in che next verſe,in theſe words, Theſe things 
e will 
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will they do, becauſe they have wor known ths Father; no mae. "Fram this Root alſo, Wolibilefi;ie 
came to pals, that the Chriftiais in that Ape were called a Set, 4#.28.'and. \ Were ſo tm 1 ſpoken 
againſt every where ; ' as'Pauls Countryrhen faid, +. 1. He tire ( laid they | to him,) a Bear of be 
what thou thinkeſt, for as concerning thu Seff, we know. that every where "ti 
right or wrong they ſpeak againſt them-and cheir way , becauſe they underſtood them not nor it. 
Peter in general aſhgns this as the cauſe of Mens ſpeaking evil of many thi 8s, 2 Pet. 2 12s 
Thoſe (faith he, ſpeaking there df wicked Men, as T8 puter Fr, &e "pu e evil hed 
which they underſftoid not ; tiay,” tis marvellous; that th ETews a 
blind them, 'thar when Fudas came tothem, and atkhowledg-. to Mee that [Fs d ER 
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nocent Blood, Mat. 7. 3, 4. They fa, What « that to 182 look thou to. that; when 
been the chief Inſtruments in the' betraying of him, and ptrting him to dea th. "Thus dot 
Scripture Records note this Cauſe among others, of which Reba cs enyy \ *gain joſt haſt NE and 
his Followers in thoſe days, againſt che Saints of of old helote his time , yh y 
them. 64pm 
"5thly. A fifth cad” or ground yet, 'which: mY fare Sig ure hon aſſign ot FER o "thele 
their Spirits and Doings, 'was from a cauftlefs' and Neon Four 'which has had conceived; that 
if the Saints of old, Felas Chrilt and his Followers, i in hoſe days; ek ered Avoogt th them, ct. 
if their Do&rin ſhould have prevailed, then theſe wad W to big f for. thetn, and wc ould vo 
draw their ſubje&tion' front their Rillers, Rebet; tifarp rity ty, Haba be ha in, 
Eſteem and'Repure by the People, ad ſotderogi wt from! bet, Fe thority, jnd 
thoſe:who did thusenvy and perſecure them; 8 were uy Sthink ts af Mew" WATT 
on Chriſt, and that all the World would go after him, ifthey ſhould have ler TI Ty bis Fat dow, 
ers alone, and'ſhould not have ſtopped their courſe, as the y did OA Toby F 
hn: a | 
), Pere 2 pre-. 


him thut alone (faid the by here all men will bvlirve on him _and the Ae 
auviay both our Place an 1 Naas: ' And VT” {48 12. 15.( they HB 


wail } nothing ? behold, the world is gone im , this did their 
and Hatred, and Perſecunon. Phi mad Sf Prieſts and Sas 
when-they had ſeen Chriſt ro have ſach DE, arhong the P le, and the 
the Rf9-057 ſpreadin of therr Garments, decking t ol Bar did rl; pes 
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crying out Hoſamna to the Sow of Dayid, beſſed's $7 wal os 


im the Higheſt, v. 8, g, 15. andupon "this, ; they 
did'thofe things'? : as if ie Trail to uſurp Shae 
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,qr dt le [ aſt rn 9 it: 
Authority. Particuit 'mſtinets of this cauſe'or ground 60,” Ut TOY & Seth 
of,\ avin Exo4. t. The King there was (withour, cauſe, clo Ihe 'the 7 exs there 
too great and numerous, and'Rebel, Lys conſulredt9 e's "ncreaſe 
ly with them; his' Jealoulie js expe effed 10. in, theſe wo | Od; 0 
and. mi, brier thin wt, © Ci Gb: Zea Gents W's cb the 
whey ther? fallkerb out” a War, they foin a q'0 
Fear put him'upon dealing cruelly with hem,” in' 6rd 
ing verſes; upon which 5 alſo Foſeph s Brethre n beg 
and his: Fathers ſhew of love to hir, thar 7 aokepb) would 
the thereupon are faid: ThepN to ba him, avid twoy bi 
conſulted roſlay him ©" They coulE.1 tear with the? 
than' they inhis Fathers Heart, oor fipetror unts 
Dreams'did-intimare that he' ould be; therefare" 
ing thereof to paſs; by taking away of his Life ;, . tho God pin 
alive, as Foſeph freeware rold then, Gen. 45-5, Pte | 
rod ae ſame'ground, in Moſes tintie, Numb." 6, Whew 


26 


2% 
SEG Lo thinking Me Mi we as clouded. erent by..this,) fold Moſes 


$4.4 yt or, ' oles 
| a by: "er o er pers "MASI mor it, in theſe, words,.in the next yerſles, En- 
vn = bY ake 2 $5 oy [1 hat all the Lord peo ople were oye and that the Lord would 
: | Pur 8 upop ther all; FX nghig one here thought that none ſhould . have the. (v0 of 


Dy 15, tl | ſtcreg 1 Ip! Fave '1n hit. For this cauſe. alſo did Saul &ye and envy. 


har day, and ſoup 


| a Spirit ef Propheſe but Moe 3. or If they hag, : they ſhould not ſhew it, as being ec liphing to 
( v4 ; "N an y\ 3 \nc this ſb 
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Javid bad otten. far into. the opinion of his Fellow Sub-. 


Jenr Behavior F the! Kings bulineſs;, aod Saul feared thar be would uſurp 
pb Wine he'i intimate in theſe FRG, 1: Saw. I 8. When the Women came 


$91 Yo. 
in thouſa is 2 to me thouſa Ef can wh 4 more but the Kingdom 7 
D an he Met verſes To eels day following eyed David, and Kobe 
Pty Chap I; He gave. hub to. his San and Servants to kill bim. 
with bis on 268 ban upon.t nds, for Fovathans ſake, 1 Sam. 19. 
&; gl ng [ Javids ; abſence, v. Ra w9 anls anger as \kindled againſt. 


| 0. and he ſai unto him Neto: I io iy Ms t tho af chy en ee Sod elle to othie 
[| and. Fi next. ve n As uy the ford vet tpoy t Geet d; 
[ nor. ph ih 1 x ws 5, rn ſend Ted h tame, t0 py he ſhall ſurely 
\ PPrs on that Day; 


avi his Glory, ſich bi the.People had too much 

d that he might prove. diſlo a\{ and 
Sl if David) ived, was the gr eat cauſe of s-envy and malice-pgaiofl David, 
WEE: f ns Ore had f fi ly: evidenced his Duty. and 1 Layalty. to.Saulall an 
Y. Ts Shu} haf been twice in. the powes. of his. hands; that be might. 


T he 007 » poli, Fes, andyeſoned him fromghole wah 


[W wo. 774 AC knowledged I}; a$.4t 18, at-large. 1 Sem 24, 
40, 1 Frer 1 e ſame manner. did, Herod the King. again(l 
T a from = ane Thr fiound, des. 2. He having, keard: that. Chriſt 


him, Vs, Hb3:Zy Je W457 Troubled and all Je- 
%s a. ;xbis:Chr PL oh: King ot he Fee, raight pol- 
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r Gi lves,to. prevent 5x ;*<and;v, $. ſends 
Ealing F fn ed by the.Sequel,) 


ib ſaid he 9.44 mocked of,, the: 
- F nd [+ oe. Hake which wy; in y 
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FF Fhet » pirit of Envy.in Toſtea, and, 


mals the Kingdom, an thaz.i ir could nor, 


pk compa hriſty 
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_ nt, or like to diſgrace or diſparage it; y- was ſaid of 1/rael of old, 2 Chron. 36: v. 4 Ten, 


bis people, and on his dwelling place; They v. 16. mocked the meſſengers of God, 'Ktlpi 


; 
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c 
the.Dead, by all themeans they could, and to perſecute the Preachers of the Gofpel; for they knew 
well, that it the hey pn ſhould once believe chat indeed he was the Chriſt, the Son of God, all thoſe 
who had had a hand m perſecuting and flaying him, would have been Judged murtherers of him, 
(as the Apoſtle 48. 5. did affirm they were, v. 30.) and foal their Honor and Credit among the 
People ; thar'this was upon their' Heart, the Holy Ghoſt in the ſame Chap. notes, v. 24..*is ſaid, 
When the Chief Prieſts and the Captain of the Temple had beard what the Apoſtles had preached,'- 


- and done in this Name of Feſaws, they doubted of them whereto rhis would grow ; and v. 27, 28. 


Thy took them and" brought them before the Caunitil ;” and the High Prieft acked them, ſaying, Did 
noe ftraitly command you, po? mp urs not reach in thu name? and behold, you have fled Jeru- 
ſalem with your Dofirin, and intend to bring this mans Blood upon as ; ' of which, tho they had 
been” guilty of, yer-would they not that nonice ſhould be taken of that wickednels, leſt they, ſhould 
fall into diſeſteem amongſt the People, Upon this ground alſo was it, that Hawian bated Mordi- 
oai at that rate, and fought his Life; he thought rhat Mordicas clouded his Honor, and further 
feared that Mordicat might get ſame favor at Court, becauſe be remained ftill in the Kings Gate 
and would not bow to him ;- thefefore did Hamidns jealods Heayt work how to deſtroy him, 'as is 
expreſſed, Heſter 3. it is ſaid there, v. 5. That when Haman ſaw that Mordicai bowed not, nor 
4d him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath; and thereupon in the following verſes, he at- 
tempts borh his and his, and all the Fews deſtrution : Here the fear ofthe deminution of his Ho+ 
nor, or- obſtructing of the heigth he aſpired roo, ' put him apbn hating of A4ordicai, and endea- 


' voring his ruin ; as 15 yet more plain from his own words,'Chap. 5. after he had given an account 


ro his Friends there, throughout the beginning of the Chapter,of all his Honor and Favor at Courr,. 


-and other his Advantages ; he v. 19. fpake thus, ' All zhit availetb me nothing, Les, [ee 


Mordicai the Jew ſitting at the Kings Gate ; ſtrongly did his Jealouſie work within him, leſt Mor- 
dicai ſhould be in Favor and' clfeck his; that all he bad avajled him nothing, therefore makes a 
Gallows to hang Mordicat on, in the next verſe; Thus, w#s this noted to have been one cauffe; 
why Men (wicked Ones,) have hated and perſecuted others, in thoſe Ages of the World. | 

6rhly. A fixth ground of their wrath and violence againſt $o0d Men and Things'in'thoſe Jays, 
and of which the Scriptures giveth an account,-was the blind Zeal of ſome, for the Heathenifh and 
Kolatrous Worſhip ; others for thar Religion they were born and bred up in, the Traditions; Ce< 
remonies and Cuſtoms of the Fews, of which they were fo tender and fo jealous of looſing or il 
tering, that they'could nax bear-gyth the appearſnce of any thing' which looked: that! way,, itt 
preſently -did fly out into rage and:violence' againſt all'Men arid Dodtins thar febfne@ ro tim 


ebief of the Prieſts and rhe Prophets trak{avifle 
and polluted the bouſe of the Lord, 8c. Wt 
the effeCt, v. 15, That when God bad ſent tot 


very much, after allthe abomingtions of the Fetthey, 
bad habinared themſelyes ſo to: do, thatthis 
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' rily thought he.ought to do as he di 


: ( 24 ) 


and miſu FIT Prophets: Their cuſtom to worſhip in that falſe way, made them now not able to 
beat with- a reprroaf or perſuaſion, to return ro worſhip again/after the way which God himſelf 


had preſcribed ; fo zealous were they for that which they had been uſed to in thoſe days; therefore 


did they. perſecute and miſuſe the Meſſen whom God had ſent to have turned them from their 
Heall + 


way of worſhiping ; which alſo the Pſalmiſt notedin his time, Pſal. 2.. He propheſied 
imagin a vain thing ? The Kings of the earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take counſel to- 


Like Fe. ancoty bn” 


the Jewiſh ways-of worſhiping, according to their old Law, Traditions and Cuſtoms, and. intros 


that which ſhould come to paſs in Chriſts time, hy (faith he there,) do the heathen rage, and the 


ainſt bis Anointed, ſaying, Lets break their baxds aſſunder,. and caſt a- 


duce a new, as the Law of God before did contradict and forbid the Heathen Worſhip, which. 
neither the one nor the other could bear with (while unconverted); therefore would they rage,. 


imagin and take counſel againſt God and Chriſt, howto break their Bands, and to caſt away their 
Cords; they would none of Chriſts Government or Laws ; of which alſo Chriſt himſelf. in his 


days ſpake to his Diſciples, Fobs 16. v. 2. that this blind Zeal ſhould p* them upon killing of- 


the O poſers thereof; The time cometh (ſaith he there,) that whoſoever killeth you, will think be 


. doth God 7ood ſervice : Their opinion.of their own falſe Way, ſhould be fo ſtrong, that it ſhould. 


prompt them to deſtroy any who ſhould preach or practice the contrary, as for inſtance it came to 
aſs, 'Such was Pauls Zeal before his Converſion, 4F. 8:. *is ſaid of him, w. 3. That be made 
avock of the Church, emtring into every houſe, and haleing men and women, and committing t 
zo priſon, the cauſe of which, was his zeal for bis Religion, as himſelf acknowledged, AF.22.3,4.. 
mn theſe words, 1 was zealous towards God as ye all at, this day ; and 1 perſecuted this way unto the 
Leath, iy All chis, as the. conſequent of his miſtaken Zeal, as he ſaid; A&#s 2.6,2.9, I verily thought 
with my je | | | 
andthe panyculars he- named in the next verſes; Being exceeding mad againſt them, I perſecuted 
them, &c.; And again, Gad. 1. 13. he declared it.in theſe words, Ne bawe beard of m) Converſation. 
Gn doi ol of ps = *: | . 
BOW paſt inthe Jews Religion, that beyond meaſure 1 perſecuted the Church of God and waſted it ; 
K 5 'T, ab Ao Dn, A f E . en” » 
The grounds and reaſons ſtirring him up hereto, was. ns miſtaken Zeal, as he himſelf faith in the 
next yerle, in theſe words, And profited in the Jews Religion above many of mine equals in mine own 
Nation, being more (ogrape' pag | the Traditions of my Fathers: Here, his blind Zeal, he ve- 


Law, and of the Jewiſh Traditions, and Cuftoms,); made him ſo exceeding mad againſt all fuch 
whoſe Doctrin or Practice wasotherwiſe ; could not bear with any alteration or turning out of his 
accuſtomed way, nor with any who did walk, profeſs or teach otherwiſe; therefore was he fo vio- 
lent in perſecuting of Chriſtians, and in his endeavors to hinder the ſpreading of the Goſpel, till 
Chriſt met with him, and convinced him+o purpoſe of his miſtaken zeal. Another inſtance of rhis 
3s nored by Daniel, in his days, Dan.'3. When the King there had ſet up an Image, w. 1. and de- 
dicared ir, v. 3. and in the wats. verſes, proclaimed that all ſhould at ſach times fall down and 
*/Y : And the Caldeans great zeal for this [dolatry, put them upon accuſing Shadrach, Meſbach 
and Abednego, &c. for not worſhiping this Image as the Caldeans did worſhip; this alſo ſet the 
King into a great rage too againſt them, (ſuch was his zealalſo); yea, to ſuch a degree too,-that 


when they had utterly denyed ro worſhipthe Image, be commanded the Furnace to be heat ſeventy 


imes hotter, and they to be caſt in, which was executed v, 21. So hot was he for his Image-wor- 
ſhip, that the Non-complyers muſt die for ir, Upon the like ground alſo did the Scribes and 
Phariſees quarrel with Chriſt and hi; Diſciples in tho!e days, Mar. 15. Why,ſay they there to Chriſt, 


do thy Diſciples tr anſgreſs the Traditions of the the Elders? for they waſh not their bands when they 
: oat Bb ? V. 2. Their Heat and Fervor fortheir Religion and Traditions put thera upon this Ca- 


Ft 


ho Chriſt bad told them, that they by their Traditions had made void the Law "_— k 
| __ this 


n the Lords Anointed ſhould. come, he would by his Laws alter - 


I, that I.ought to do many things: contrary tothe name of Jelus , which things I alſo aid ;. 


. (be having been bred up in the ſtrict obſervation of the. 
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- they came fram the Market, except they waſhed they w1 


the Law ond the Prophets: Bur becauſe he did diffent from (their Tradmions and Cuſtoms, and 
warſhiped ot as they did, therefore calledthey' his Way, Herefie ; and they perſe im ain! 
beginning of the:Chapter and\before, altho itiwas Ing to what" was writterr in-the Law'an 

_ the. Prophets, -So agaio, At.2.5. The ms re up the P eople,and laid bai org Patil, 
and-v.28. cried out, this 'is the man.who teacher b all men every Where againſt the People, andthe 


( 25) 


this Tradition and Cuſtom of theirs is ſet forth in Mark 7. 3, 4+. thus, That the Phariſees and 


the Traditions of the Elders ; and when 
p 204 ot eat ; and many wther things there be 
which they have received to hold, as the waſhing of Cups and Pots, Braſen-veſels, aid of Tables "(of 
Beds). Their Heart engagedneſs to theſe Ways and Traditions received of their Father, made 
them quarrel at Chriſt and his Followers for not obſerving of them : Soagain, for notobſervin 
the Sabbath. Ada. 12. they ſaid, Behold, thy Diſciples do that which # not lawful todo on the 
bath day, v.2. And this put them upon endeavoring toenfnare Chriſt by queſtions, and take cout- 
{el againſt bim bow they might deſtroy him; they could not bear with fuch who did not as they 
did in.theſe matters in thofe days. The Philoſophers were ſo addited to their Tols, AF, 7; that 
they deſpiſed Paul and his Doctrin, and ſaid, v. 14. What will this babler ay, 'heſeemeth to be aſer- 
ter farth of frange gods; andv. 19, 20. they ſaid, May-we know-wwbat thus new Dottrin wheredf 
bo ws #2? For thou bringeſt certain things, 2e would know therefore what theſe things mean. 
Theſe could-not bear with.the preaching up therrue God-; they being worſhipery of Idols; the true 
Gad was ſtrange God to them ; and what Paw! had preached were firange thingy, becauſe contra- 
to har they had been bred up in/; and their zeal was'fo hot for their falſe Worſhip, that they 
iſed and perſecuted ſuch as offered thetrue ; they took Paul here and carryed him before the 
higheſt Court, where they pur theſe queſtions ra him : After the fame manner did the Jews with 
Pal upon this ground too, 4G. 18.11. He baving before preached Jeſus Chriſt ro them at Corinth, 
They here with one accord made an inſurreftion axainfs bim, and brought bims t0'1be Fudgment Seat, 
ſaying, This Fellow perſuadeth men to _—_— God'contrary 10 the Law: Here now was the great 
n 


the Jews except they waſh their hands oft, eat not, boldi 


ground of their Eamity-and Violencefgainſt him; they couldinot bear to have Men worſhip God 


in any other way, than in that which they had uſually worſhiped according to the Law and their 
Traditions, nor bear with any Perfuaſions thereunro ; ſuch: was theit blind zeal for that wherein 
they bad becn cducated anduſedto. . Their old received QCuſtoras were more valued by them'than 
the Laws ef God; tho God was then to. be worſhiped\otherwile; as/Chriſthad hinted'ro them; and 
2 che Apollle Paul, 4&s 24.there contefled before the Governor rharhe did, v.14. in theſe words, 
Hfier the way they call Hereſie, ſo worſpip I the God of my Fat hers, bilieving all things written in 


Law, 8nd thu Place: This: was the great thing-which'moved theryhere; Paul had taughe the Peo- 
ple to worlhip God otherwiſe than accorting roche Ceremonies of the Law, the Cuſtoms and Tra- 
ditians of the Fews, wherein:they had been ſo long converſant; and this they could not bear with. 
The Admirets of Diana:did fatoo, 4. 19. when theSilverfrith there had (tho upon another ac- 
eotinr;) 1nſinuated, that the-Apoſties did defign. by:thew Prezehingy to. difgrace and rerider their 
Goddeſs Diana contenptiblejv.' 24, 25. and ſoon.” Fheſe Adoters of Diane were very wroth upott 
the hearing on't, and the whole City was filled with confufion, erying'up Diana ; O they could nor 
bear with any thing which they had apprehended to bave-any tendency to the leſſening of their fo 
much admired Diana, which quickly put thenvinto an uninſwerable-uprore and violence againſt 
Panls Companions, whom they had-caught, v/28:'and ſhon/, as the Town Clerk himſelf h: 
them, v.37, 38. and-ſo:on;/"'Thusthe Scripture hath taken notice of this Cauſe alſ6'of the ne 
mity in the Breaſts of wickedMen;and of their perſecuting Spirit againſt the Saints-in thole days. 


73thly. There was yet wfkyench eauſe-or riſe of the Enmity and' perſecuting Pradtices' of rheſs 


againſt the Saigts, - which choſe divine/Recordehath ſer down in it ; that was the privar Profit and 
Gain that ſome Men had hyiſonieRyligionthen' profeſſed, or forme other Way then in eſteem #- 
| D 2 


monglt 
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. mongſt the:People; which Gain being by Chriſt or the Apoſtles, preaching:of the truth, abated; 
or in;dapger. of heing gone ;; they were ſerina rage againſt the Truth, and againſt” all-thoſe who 
-Preached.ztg or. believed.and embracedit;.they: could\nor'bear\with the'thoughts-of their Gain be» 
3ng taken awyy''; chefeſore did, perlectte and-endeayor\to deſtroy the Apoſtles and others, and-uſed 
E! | means topreventThe fpreading of theit Dodtrins. - This very thing pur the Silyerſmiths'upon 
Airing uptbe People, who were the: great Adorers of Dians,- Ad. 19. Not their/zeal for' Diana fo 
much, as. #gr their: Proht: When-Pas/ there had preachedan Aſia, and; turning People from the 
warlhiping, of talſe:gods; the Sjlvarſmaths. preſently: apprehending 'that this would: bring Diaya 
their. Goddeſs; into dileſteer; cthar-People would-ndt worſhip her any more, and thei farwell-their 
Gun-;, which! aytzerſo troubledrhem, that *ris faid thus there, w. 2.3: That there was no ſmall fir 
about this way 5) ahd inthe next. verſes, 'That Demetrius who made the Silver-Shrines to Diana, 
brought no-ſmall gain £0.1he, Cnafismen, hom be called together, and ſaid unto them, Ye know thas 
by this, crafs wei have our wealth ;-a0d' Paul hath faid,They be no gods which are made with bands; 
Ja thas, nds, only, ourerafs 45 in;danger; but Diana would be deſpiſed;; which Saying proved ſufficient 
10, beget,an-Eomity. m the Breaſts :of the Craftzmen againſt the' Apoſtles and thar-Do@rin,:'tind'to 
them upon'perſecuring of then, :as/in the following verſes they did ; for they (very well knew; 
that if once the People did: believe-that the Religion and Worſhip they were found in were' not 
right, Diangna Goddeſs; and;that:all their Zeal in and for that way, was no better than Vanity; 
Superſuionand Iddlatry:;..thenngbedy would umploy them to make Silver Shrines for Diana any 
more, and canſequenylychey.muſttake leave df cheir old Gain: this now ſerthenyinto ſuch a flame | 
of Envy and Violenge4faintthe Apaſties and: their Preaching.. From the very ſame cauſe were the. 

| Maſters of the Daty({el,, who.wis paſlefſed with the Spiritof Divination ſtirred rupagaiaſt Paul and 
Ki 'vias; and did; perſecute.them, AGc 16. 16. *tis there ſaid, 'That # certain Damſel poſſeſſed with a 
Spirit of Divination met. ns, who braught her maſter much gain by ſouthaying whom Paglzin'w,1$. 
p90, which-her-rnafers, {the hext verits, caught Paul and Sylas, and urew them unto 


5 4pio4be Magiſiratess ſaying; Theſebhging. Jews: do exceeding lytrouble our City and teach 
Ce, Upon aplch tfic multitude roſe of agamft ther, and the Mepifiras ded them 
#hem-48to Priſon. The main cauſe of all theſe Accuſarions and 


nds 


1 


Junge with their Fellow Rulers, 
oughts on*t were ;-rheir defire: 


” you, Fhat ye may know' that 7 findnofault-in'him; the' fame words again he {aid ro them, -7e4,) and - 


» 


| (27) 
Ahab; therefore executed that wicked Command againſt innocent Naboth, as in-v. $, 9. and fol- 
| lowing verſes ; Jezebel there writes in the Kings name and unde bu ſeal, "and ſent it totbeſe Nobles 
and Els, that they ſhould proclaim'a F aft, ſet Nabvth'on high, and ſer two witneſſes, Souz of Be- 
lial before bim, ſaying, Thou didft blaſpheme God and the King ; and thento carry bim-out and ſtone' 
him, which the Elders and Nobles readily did, rather thanthey would run the hazard of falling in- 
to the King or Queens disfavor; ' alcho they knew in ſo doing, they did ſhed innocentBlood moſt 
unjuſtly, under the notion of a judicial Proceeding, v.12, 1 3:/ and no'other cauſe of their exect- 
nofi of this wicked Commandinent can be aſſigned with any probability. ' So. Herod in his days, 
fromthis very Root diddeal fo with: Fobn the Baptiſt, Mat:"14: He v. 10. ſent #nd beheaded John 
rbeBapriſt in Priſon; and rhe Evangeliſt there in the former-verſes, give this as the cauſe, or-that - 
whnch-put him upon fo doing; he having formerly promiſed ro the Daughter of. Herodias, that: 
ſhe ſhould have whatſoever ſhe ſhould bave asked,'v. 7."and (he v. $: arking Johns bead ; *cisexpreſly 
ſaid v. 9. That the King as very ſorry :-nevertbeleſs,'for the Oaths ſake and them who ſat a3 meas. 
with him, he commanded it to be done : -Rere Herods unwillingneſs to diſpleaſe his:Company; took - 
away Johns life; that did influence him here todo, whar otherwife he would not have:done; And : 
again, it is-ſaid of Herod, AF. 12. 1:That be ſtretched fort b bu hand to wex certain” of the Churab, 
v: 2. He. killed james with the ſword; and v: 3; becauſe be ſaw it-pleaſed the Jews,-be procetded- 
further. to take Peter alſo; To perſecute the Church was a'matter ſo light to him, that he'could do - 
irupon ſo ſmall a metive as the pleafing of the Fews,whowere fixedintheir Enmity-againſtChrift, : 
his Diſciples and DoGtrin before, as he well knew? Tn like manner did Felix with 'Pawtupon rhe: 
fame motive, A#."24.26, 27.” Having ſent for Paul often'{ and when another. Governor came'in! 
Felix room, he left Paul bound, (tho he knew-him to be-innocenr;) upon this: ground.only, as *cis .,. 
cxprelly ſaid, That Felix willing to (hew the Jews a pleaſure, lift Paul bound; The pleaſing of the 
perſecuting Fews, was of ſufficient force to perſuade himto leave Pay! bound; So is it ſal of Feftm 
himſelf,\A#. 25.Paul having pleaded his own Innocency- before him;: Fef#sto :gratific the Yefire- 
of 'the Fews, (who had a deſign to have killed Past in-the way,)perſuadeth Paul not to-haye Rood. 
ro his Appeal, but to go to Jeruſalem; the Fews deſire and defign is expreſſed mmucr2y Bc 3rintheſe:: 
words, The High Prieſt and the Chief of the Jews informed bim againſt Paul, and defiretfarvar againſt 
him, that he would ſend for him to Jeruſalem, laying wait in the way to kill-bim+;” apon” which 
Feſtus v.. 9 (moved thereto only upon this account, thar he'thereby might pleaſe theFews;Ywould,: 
have expoſed Pawtto theirintended Violence, as *ris expreffed there /in'theſe words, 'But.Feftus': 
willing todo the Jews a pleaſure, anſwered Paul ani ſaid, Wilt thou go up unto Jeruſalem: "Plate 
alſo'\indee the ſame 'Tempration,(being willing to keeprhe favorot Cfar,and loath ro;be accout-: 
ed'Diſloyal; the- Fews having urged that Argument,) did deliver up Chriſt to-be-Crucihed,. as is ? 
fully exprefſed Fohn-19.4or he had acknowledged Chriſts innocency often; as in-Chap. 18. v..38; : 
in theſe: words, 1 find in bins no fault at all; and in Chap, 19.v.'4..'Behold,:1 bring. bins forth 10 


V-I'v.\ be ſoupht #0veleaſe him ; But the Jews then in the next words, crying ont, if thou let thus may. 
go thou art not Cazlars friend; which when Pilate had heard, their clamouy prevailed: Here was: 
he touched when nothing elſe would gNe by Argument of force, ro Eauſe him to del. ver up Jeſus + + 
to be Crucihied) thi#was; he either for fear of looſing Cz2fars favor, being thought no Friend of - 
bis, 'or to pleaſe the-Fews, did that which way otherwiſe againſt his own judgment andanclination;- : 
for in "Mark 15. 15, *is faid, That be did it topleaſetſaemultitude; ſothat both ſeemed .to.beupon + 
his Heart, T bus hath rhe Scripture alſo CES fear of Flattery.was often the-main cauſe: * 
whic't put many Perſqns'upen the unjuſt'and cruel Perſecuring of innocent and; good Men ,"ahd. 
to allilt others therein, when nothing elſe would have influenced to ſuch Doings. JV ot 
In the fourth and laſt place, the Scripture is not filent neither, in ſetting forth the deſperateneſs of 
ſach a Spirit of Enmity, and of ſuch perſecuting mg in thoſe wicked. Men, in thoſe Aga» 
” "© the © 
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the World. Firſ}, I that it ſhewetb , that God bimſelfand Chriſt did take themſelves to be concern- 
edin all that which was done againſt his People : And Secondly, It declared the many direfulThreat- 
nings againſt ſuch Perſecutors ; as alſo the fad Effet and Conſequents of ſuch Doings And Firlt, 
I; ſets foecth how much God and Chriſt reaſons themſelves concerned therewith, as he was for his 
People under the burthen laid upon them in Egy , Exod. Fa God ſaid, v. 7, I have ſurely ſeen the 
I : 


affliction of my people which are in Egypt ; and I bave heard their cry, by reaſon of their Tak maſters : 
for I know their ſorrow; and in "3.4 verſe, I am come down to deliver them; of which God 


. told: Moſes again, wv. 9, Here is obſerved what notice God took on'r, and how. he was concerged 


about it. So-again, Pſal, 105. *tis ſaid of Iſrael there by the Pſalmift, v. 13, 14, 15. That whey 
they went from owe nation to another, 8c. be ſuffered no y1an to do them wrong ;, yea, he reproved. 


Kinkss for their ſakes, ſaying, Touch not my Anointed, and do my Prophets no harm. I{aiah records 
thele wards, Chap. 63. 4 » He was their Saviour : in all their affliftions he was affiied. and the 


62 Angel ba preſence ſaved them : in hs love aud in bu pity be redeemed them, 8c, Here were great 


ons. of his care and concernedneſs for them. God himſelf by the Prophet Zachariab ipake 
thus cancerning them, Chap. 2: v. 8. He2wbo touchith you, toucheth the Apple of mine eye;, and in 
v. 9. he ſaith of their Enemies, Bebo/d, I will ſhake mine hand upon them, &c,. So did Chrift him» 
ſelt declare his concernedneſs for the Church, . when Saul had perſecuted them, 4&, 9. 1, 2, 3. 
Chriſt met hing in the wey; and in the next verſes uttered theſe words, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſ# + 
tbow me? Who art thoii, {aid Saul ! 1 am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt z, it 4 bard for thee to kick a- 
goinſt the pricks : Here Chriſt evidenced himſelfro be neerly concerned for his Saints; and alfo he 
hinted/to Saxl the danger of perſecuting too, It as hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks. 

Thea Secondly, The Scripture Recards, the many direful 'Threatnings againſt ſuch Perſecy-. 


' tars in thoſ& days, and declared the many fad Effet and Conſequents of ſuch eine in thoſe Ages 


of-the World.” In the general, God faid, Dew. 32. v. 43. That he will revenge the blood of hs ſer- 
vants,, aud will render wengeance tothe adverſaries : Andagain, Pſal. 7. 13. He bath ordained his 
arrows apainſ# the Perſecutors. Yea, thus ſpake he to his People /ſrael in, particular, by the Pro- 
phet Jazab, Chap::10. O wy people, 8c, be not afraid of the Aflyrians, he ſhall ſmite thee with a 
r04;v.2.4 andin wv. 25, & 26. For yet alittle while and the indignation ſhail ceaſe, and mine an« 
ger, intheir deftruttion , aud the Lord of boſts ſhall tir up a ſcourge for bim, according tothe [laugh- 
zer of Midian : Yea,and thotheir: ftowr-Hearrs would not take notice of Gods Hand lifted up againſt 
them, Ta. 46, yer God ſaid there, ' That they ſhould ſee and be aſbamed for, their ewuy at the people, 
(or towards my people); - yea; (ſaid he there,) the fire of thine enemies ſhall devour them v. 04. - 
Iſa: 51. I bave raken out of thine band the cup of trembling, the dregs of the cup of my fury; 
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 +bou ſhglt no more drink it again, but I will put it into the hands of them who affkit thee, who ſaid 


10tby. foul, bow PALE over, &c. V.22, 2p Here God, tho he: did. permit his Peo-. 
ples Enemies ſometimes ro.day..theRod pn his, ;yet the Drega of the Cup the Enemies, Perſecuters 
rhem(elves are threarned to drink ; with which (God threatned. ſevexal Nations, .wbo. had been his 
a: 09 arts Enemies and Oppreflors, for their infolentinfulting over them,and for all their 
cruel and ſevere Dealings:with them, Ezek. 25. The Amonues for their Joying. Abs, Aba, againſt 
Gods San&#uary when it 3vd# profaned, and againſt' the land of Iſrael when it was deſolate, and a- 
gainſt the boaſe of Judah whentbey went into captivity, v:3. and m the next verſes,thereare Threat- 
nings 'denounced againſt them for this further, and for that That they bad claped their bands and 
rejoyerd'im bears; with all their-d:ſpight againffithe Land of litael, wv. 6, and-wt the following verſes 
Threatnin are deriounced apainſt them, andiagainſt Moab too inthe 8, 9; and tollowing verſes ; 
adv, 12. tis faid from the Lord, That becauſe Edom hath dealt againſt the houſe of-Judah by tak-, 
ing vengeants, and hath greatly offended and revenged himſelf upon them ; therefore did God threaten 
them ſorely mathe next verſes; and agarn, in v. 15. 'tis ſaid of the Philiſtines thus, Becauſe they 


diplt ty revenge, aud have taken vengeance with a deſpightfug heart, ta deſtroy for the old _ 2} 
ot Ih therefore 


— 
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therefore thus ſaith the Lord, I will fratch forth my band,&c. in the next verſes. God alſo threatens 
Titms for the iſtiog up her ſelf againſt Jrae/; ſee it at large, Exch. 26, and in Chap. Gen pu 
the Prophet there ſaith to Mount Seir thus, Tam againſt thee, and I will fretch out mine Fl pos ] 
thee, and I will make thee moſt deſolate, &c. v. 1, 2, 3, 4. and in v, 5. he declares the cauſe in 
theſe words, Becauſe thou baſt a perp:tnal hatred, and haſt ſhed che blood of the Children of Iſrael by 
the force of the ſword, and in the time of their calamity, &c. and in the next verſes he faith, 1 wil 
{epve thee to blood, and blood ſhall purſue thee, &c, Sodid God threaten the Heathen in general 
or the ſamecaufe, in Chap. 36. at the beginning; andia Zephan, Chap.z. did hethreaten Adoak 
and Ammon upon this account, v. 8. I bave beard the reproach of Moab,(ſaid he, end the reuidings 
of the Children of Ammon, whereby they bave reproached my people, and magnified themſelves «- 
inſt their borders : therefore as 1 live;ſaith the Lord there,v.g.and ſoon, Mo, Sodom, &c. 
= God threatned the Heads of Jacob and Princes of the bouſe of Urael, for their hating of the good © 
loving, of the evil, and (as the natural conſequent thereof,) their hurting and perſecuting of 
his People, Micah 3. 1, 2, 3, 4 And again he threatens Edow, in Obediab, v. 9, & 10. for this 
cauſe too, in theſe words, And thy migbty men, O Teman, ſhall be diſmayed, to the end that every 
owe of rhe mount of Eſau may be cut off. by ſlaughter : for thy violence againſt thy Brother Jacob, 
ſhame ſhall cover thee, and thou ſhalt be cut off for ever: Thus did God in thoſe days, take notice 
of the abuſes done to his, and did threaten their Perſecutors, . Yea further, in the days of the New 
Teſtament too, doth the Holy Gholt take ſpecial notice of theſethings; Chriſt himſelf pronounced | 
a woe in general to ſuch who ſhould offend his, Mot. 1 8. ſaid; he there, Whoſoever fhal offend ane - 
of theſe little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millfone were banged about his 
neck, and that be were drowned in the depth of the Sea, v.6. and in wv. 7.he adds « woe to tbe wot)d 
becauſe of offences, 8c. and woe to the man by whom they come; this he ſpake in general, bur moce 
particular to the Fews : He in Mat. 2.3. 29, 30. pronounced Woes againſt theng apon this 8c-- 
count, and ſpake dreadtully tothem, wv. 34; & 37. 1n theſe words, 1ſend you Prophets, 8c. and ſome. 
of them ye ſhall: kill and crucifie ,, and ſome of them ſhall you ſcourge in your Synagogues, and petſecute 
them from City to City: That upon you may come, all the righteous blood ſhed »pon the Earth, from... 
righteows Abel, &c. According to which the Apollle ſpake, 1 Theſſ; 2. of the Jews, be having 
ſaid to the Theſſalonians, v. 14. That they alſo bad ſuffered like things of their Countrymen, 4s they 
have of the Jews ; he wv, 15. ſaid of them in theſe words, Who killed rbe Lord Feſus and theirown 
Prophets, and have perſecuted us ; and they pleaſe not God, and are contrary to all men ;-forbilding 
1s to ſpeak to the Gentiles, that they might be ſaved : Here were they highly engaged in a perſecut- 
ing Spirit, and of oppoſition of the Goſpel of Salvation. But what fſauh the Holy Ghoſt in the, 
next words, concerning the Conſequents thereot ; To fill up their ſin alway (faith he,) for the wrath: © 


& come upon them to the uttermoſt. And lealt any Man ſhould flatter himſelf with vain. 
Eſcaping, tho heould have perſiſted in ſuch a Spirit and PraRice ; Chriſt himſelf hath poſlty 
ly aflerted, rhat God will avenge it, Lake 18. 7, 8. in theſe words, Shall not God avenge bu.own,- 
elef#, who cry day and night unto him, &c. I tell you, that be will Pf ye ſpeedily: Here or - 
hereafter, .vengeanc will overtake the Enemies and Perſecutors of his ; and that ut is but juſt - 
in God ſo todo, the Apoſtle intimates 2 Thefſ: 1. 6, 7. and fo on intheſe words, Seeing it & arigh- - 
teous thing with God, to recompence tribulation to them who trouble you, and to you who are troubled 
reſt, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed, &c. to take vengeance on them who know not God,&c. . 
v. 9. Their puniſhment is {aid to be rhen their everlaſtiug deſtruQtion, from the Preſence of the - 
Lord and the Glory of his Power: And the righteouſneſs of God is proclaimed in his executi 

this vengeance on them, Rev. 16. v. 5,'6. in theſe words, Then art righteous, O Lord, 8e. ih ” 
thou baſt judged thus : for they have ſhed the blood of Saims and Prophets, and thou haſgiven them - 
blood to drink, for they are worthy. The Scripture hath taken norice, thar ſometimes God did exe- 


Cute threatned Judgments upon ſuch in this World ; fodid he with all the Countrys before __ - 
| ned, . 
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nedy for their hatred againſt; and vengeance and cruelty they took and exerciſed upon hisPeople 
NL Fete bir RF tet withethe ſame evil hehad Nefigned to-have executed =o Mordicai. 

1d omerimes "tis reſervedto-be puniſhed inthe World to-come, and ſhall remain upon them for 
dver;'of which Judgments 'unavoidably to-come upon them, ' that envious Spirit they were found 
ing wasa fullievidence, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Philip. 1. 2.8, to the perſecuted Saints in that day, by 
way of Comfort ro them, in theſe words, And in nothing terrified by your Adverſaries, which is t0 
them th evident token of perdition, and to you of ſalvation, and that of God: And to which altos, 
_ Chriſt ſpake home untothe Fews, Mat. 25. ſpeaking there, v.31.ando on, of bs coming to! udge 
the-wortd'; hewi gt, 42/and f on, faith, Then ſhall the King ſay #nto them on the left je de- 


part from mbye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil and bis Angels, for Iwas an hun- 


gary and-ye gave me nd meat, I was thirſty aud ye gave me no drink, 1 was a firanger aud ye took 
me not" in, naked and ye cloathedme not, ſick and in priſon and ye viſited me not ; and he explains 
his tneaning to thehtin. 45.' 11 as much (faith he;) as ye did it mot to one of the leaſt of phaſe, ye 
did it mot tome; and' this direful'Word followeth in v.:4.6. Thefe (hall go away into everlaſting 

ent 3*whence they migit have cafily inferred, that if it ſhould be ſo ſad with thoſe who 


 fad'would the Condition of ſuch be who took away their Meat and Drink, made them Poor and 
Naked; caſt them into Priſon, were inſtrumental to make them Sick, yea, and take away. their 


Lives:200-? {If a Woe be pronounced againſt them who ere at eaſe in Zion, andnot grieved for the 


AfﬀMiition of Foſepby as in Amos 6. 1,'2, 3. and fo oh ; what might thoſe expeghgvho were the Af- 
fliers of Joſeph? Ir was no light thing when God ſhould cometo avenge; for.murh the Apoſtle 
pal warren know in thoſedays, when he had affirmed Hcb.10. 30. theſe\words as that which 
F bad ſaid} FVengeance belong tome, ſaith the Lord, and I wil repay it, 8c. Heſubjoins this in the 
next verſe, It 4 @ fearful thing tofall into the hands of the living God, Therefore God himſelf by 
* . - the Prophet:David, Pal, 2. After he had been Propheſying of the Rage of Princes and People 
-  &g4Mn(tthe'Lord and bis Anointed ; and had ſer forth their Vanity and the ineffeualneſs of their 
£ ou 


empts againſt him, in the beginning of the Pſalm; hewv. 10,11, 12, adviſeth them to ſubmir, 
becatiſe of the fad Conſequents of their perſiſting in ther Rage, in theſe words, Be wiſe.now there- 
| fore; O yt Kings, be inftrutted je Fudges of the Earth ; ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce with 
trembling”; kiſs rhe Son left be be angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath # kindled but 
& little, 8c. What dreadtul Judgments hath befallen the fews, fince they in their rage againſt 
" Chriſt, utetered theſe words, Mat. 2.7. 25. H# biood be upon us. and our Children! Thus do' theſe 

Fives Records eſpecully note the great and ſeated Enmity which was 19 the Hearts of wicked Men 
in'thioſe days of the'World, againſt good Men and Things; andthe breakings out thereof in the 
ſeveral Ways they: then rook, to prevent the increaſe ofthem and it; togerher with the- Cauſes or 
ſeveral Grounds from when that Spirit in thoſe days.did ariſe and took life; as alſawcthe dreadful Caſe 
of fach; tbe fad\Confequents of being foundin ſuch a Spirit and Practices. 

And arenottheſe things written (as are other things, ).1n the Scriptures of old, for the admoni- 
| fo of thoſe wpon whom the ends of the world are come? And doth it not concern all Mentoinſtruct 
rhemſavestherein, in order to their own eſcape from the Errors of theſe, and fo fave themſelves 
fromthe direful-Conſequents and Effe&ts depending upon them ? $64 
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gavenot Mear, Cloathed not, gave not Drink, viſited not in Priſons in Sickneſs ; how much more 


